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CCF Easter Camp

CCF Easter Camp

F

or over 50 years Ellesmere’s Combined Cadet
Force have been running their own Easter Camp,
providing a unique opportunity for a group of cadets
to take part in winter mountaineering in the Scottish
Highlands. This year they returned to Dundonnell for
a magnificent week in the hills. The trip was planned
and led by Captain Martin Digby OE and amongst the
instructors were two other old boys, Majors Huw Gilbert
and Andrew Quentin.
The snow and weather were fantastic – a rare
combination. Some of the notable peaks climbed
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included Glas Mheall Mor, Bidein a Ghlas Thuill and Sgurr
nan Clach Geala. The group also took part in a three day
expedition into the wilderness. Walking into Carnmore
from Poolewe with all their equipment, they bagged
A Mhaighdean and the impressive Ruadh Stac Mor
before walking out and back to a homemade afternoon
tea courtesy of our very own chef Dave. Few, if any,
schools could mount such an undertaking and everyone
involved deserves many congratulations. The “Axe”,
awarded annually for the cadet who most impresses the
instructors, went to Cadet Sgt Ed Latham.
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CCF Easter Camp
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Monduli Green and Hope House Walk

Monduli Green and Hope House Walk

O

ur Lower School pupils were out in force
recently in aid of our long-standing Monduli
Green Project in Tanzania, as well as the more
local Hope House Hospice. Despite the hot weather,
some even decided to complete the walk in fancy dress.

Pupils were sponsored by friends and family to walk
or jog around a 1.5km lap of the College grounds
as many times as possible to support the important
water and educational activities in the Project. Well
done everybody!
On Sunday, 1st July 13 students from Ellesmere fly out to
Tanzania where they will work on classroom renovations
in Nanja Secondary school near Monduli and tree
planting in Kijijini village, an hour’s walk from Monduli.
After a week’s hard work they will all go on safari to the
National Parks of Tarangire, Manyara and Ngorogoro.

Year 9 Girls step up to help
Recently girls in Year 9 decided that they wanted
to help an important local charity which aims to
improve the lives of women and girls in the area.
Welsh Women’s Aid in Wrexham responded to the
girls’ offer to help by saying that they would really
appreciate donations of toiletries and sanitary items
which could be used in their refuge in Wrexham, so
the girls set to work.
Some of the Year 9 girls who are working towards the
service element of their Duke of Edinburgh Award
publicised the collection in St Aidan’s, the Middle
School Girls’ House, and, with their friends, soon
collected a large amount of useful items. The Year 9
girls involved in publicising the event were Harriet
Otter and Anouska Bancks, with Imogen WightMountford stepping in to help drop off the items at
the Refuge. The students are keen to continue their
connection with the Charity and are hoping to repeat
the collection next year. Well done, girls!

Ellesmere College Newsletter Summer Term 2018

4

A Classic Day

A Classic Day
O
n the first Saturday in June over 70 gleaming
classic cars were arrayed on the Terraces against
the beautiful backdrop of the College facade, as
we hosted our inaugural annual classic car run and rally,
‘Classics at the College’.

The event, organised by Ellesmere teacher and classic car
enthusiast Julie Kirk, was in aid of Hope House Children’s
Hospice. The run departed from Market Drayton at 10.30
am and the cars followed an interesting and scenic route
through three counties, passing through the historic market
towns and villages of Audlem, Cholmondley, Malpas and
Bangor-on-Dee en route. The cars then drove past the
beautiful Mere at Ellesmere before ending at the College,
where the drivers enjoyed a picnic lunch and the cars were
displayed to the public throughout the afternoon.

The event raised a staggering £1,600 for Hope House to
help fund the fantastic work they do supporting children
with life limiting conditions and their families.
Next year’s Rally is already booked to take place again on
the 1st June 2019.
Alex Hearn, Year 10

Parents’ Society
Two former Chairs of the Ellesmere College Parents’
Society recently rolled up their sleeves for an official tree
planting ceremony outside the new Tennis Centre.
Claire Williamson and Rebecca Lloyd, who were joint
Chair from 2015 to 2017, were joined by Head
Groundsman Ian Morris as they wielded the spade to plant
one of many lovely tree specimens in the College grounds.
As with previous out-going Chairs, Claire and Rebecca
wanted to gift a lasting legacy to the College and have
donated over £2,000 worth of trees including oaks,
sweet chestnuts, dogwoods, cherry trees and copper
beeches. They have been planted all through the College
grounds to enhance the school’s natural environment and
create a haven for wildlife; students also benefit through
studying them for various science projects, wildlife and
photography camps.

UK, C.R.Y and The Peter Messenger Memorial Fund. This
year’s Ladies Luncheon Celebrating Women is to be held
on Wednesday 27th June with guest speaker Diana Flint,
former High Sheriff of Shropshire and the first female
student at Ellesmere College.

Throughout the year, the ECPS host a number of events
to raise funds for local and College charities including Age

For more information about the ECPS visit:
www.ellesmere.com/parents-area/parents-society

5

Ellesmere College Newsletter Summer Term 2018

Arts News

Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory

T

alented students from Years 7 and 8 have
worked incredibly hard putting together a
fabulous production of Roald Dahl’s most
wonderful book, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
for this year’s Lower School Production. In a
frenzy of oversized sweets and golden tickets,
students have been learning lines, making props,
organising costumes and rehearsing the eleven
scenes that tell this fantastic story. It has been
wonderful to see how students’ confidence
has improved and friendships have been built
during the five weeks of rehearsal. Performing
to two packed audiences of friends, family,
students and staff, the cast have thoroughly
enjoyed being transported through Willy
Wonka’s Chocolate Factory. In the words
of Willy Wonka, “There’s no life I know to
compare to pure imagination!”

A Life in Photography
We were delighted to welcome Ellesmere parent and
professional photographer Pat Graham, who kindly agreed
to make time in his busy schedule to run some workshops
for eager Sixth Form photographers and then give the
next in our A Life in the Arts series of evening talks.
Pat is well known for his work photographing iconic
punk and indie bands as well as musical instruments from
famous albums and tracks. In 2007 he published his first
book of works Silent Pictures and in 2011 he published
Instrument, documenting musicians and their instruments
and the stories behind what they mean to them - for
which he won Amazon’s Best Cover of the Year 2011. In
2014 he published his third book of works documenting
touring with the US band Modest Mouse.
Using the Schulze organ as a starting point, he gave two
masterclasses to a number of Year 12 Media Studies
students keen to learn how he creates his iconic images
and practical advice on creating that ‘perfect shot’ for their
Advanced Portfolio A Level projects.
Ellesmere College Newsletter Summer Term 2018
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Annie on Screen

Annie on Screen

C

ongratulations to Annie Newton in Year 12, who
was recently selected to join the National Youth
Film Academy as an actor following a Skype
audition. Annie spent a week during the Easter holidays
on a residential course alongside other young actors,
film makers, writers and directors experiencing the film
production process from concept to screen. As the
youngest participant, Annie was thrilled to be part of such
an exciting process and particularly enjoyed Masterclass
sessions working with professional writers, actors, directors
and producers. She is planning to apply for a place at
Drama School in the autumn.

Cinderella In Hollywood
– English Youth Ballet
Two Ellesmere Students have fought of stiff competition to
be selected for the English Youth Ballet’s performance of the
enchanting new ballet, Cinderella In Hollywood, which was
performed at Theatre Severn in June. Toby Slack
(Year 12) and Amy Evans (Year 9) both attended
a series of tough auditions and were successful in
being selected to be part of the 100 strong cast that
performed at Theatre Severn in June.
Toby started attending ballet classes from the age of
three and has now been dancing for 14 years. He is
currently studying ballet at an Intermediate level and is
also rehearsing for his Royal Academy of Dance Grade
8 examination. This will be the fifth time that Toby has
been lucky enough to perform with the English Youth
Ballet. He is one of only four male students out of a cast of
100 to have been selected for this performance alongside
his brother Leo. Toby wants to go on to study Medicine
at Bristol and aspires to become a consultant specialising in
spinal Injuries.
7
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Musical Notes

Chester Music Festival

T

he Chamber Choir and the Coro Lux Ensemble (under the
direction of Year 12 student Scott Phillips) enjoyed great
success at the Chester Music Festival on Saturday 28th April,
winning all four classes they entered. They were also awarded the
Peggy McKnight Silver Salver for the choir with the highest mark across
the youth choir section.
This competition followed the Five Choirs Concert the night before so
the students did particularly well in sounding so fresh and skilled.

BBC Young Choir of the Year Competition
at Pontio Arts Centre, Bangor
The Chamber Choir travelled to the Pontio Arts Centre in Bangor
on Sunday 22nd April to compete in the semi-final of the BBC Young
Choir of the Year competition. Fantastic praise was received from
the adjudicators on the day and also from the host Aled Jones.
It was a great experience for all involved recording live performances
in a competition which was broadcast on TV on Songs of Praise on
Sunday, 6th May.

Scott with Adjudicator Stephen Roberts

Seren Devismes
Congratulations to Seren Devismes from Year
13, who made it all the way to the National
Final of the Rotary Young Musician of the
Year Competition in May. After winning
District and Regional Finals in Wolverhampton
and Caerphilly, soprano Seren gave a
stunning performance the National Final in
Edinburgh, sadly not taking the top prize, but
nevertheless impressing both audience and
judges. We wish Seren every success for the
future as she takes up a singing scholarship at
the Birmingham Conservatoire.
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Rotary District Governor Carol Reilly with Seren
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Tour of Italy

TOUR OF ITALY

A

t the end of March the Chapel Choir joined forces
with members of Choral Society to embark on a
tour of Italy. The tour saw the choir sing in some
prestigious venues in both Rome and Sorrento including
a Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica. Concerts were also given
in The Pantheon and the Duomo di Ravello. The Choir
took many opportunities to sing outside, including in the
Pompeii amphitheatre, and also entertained tourists in
restaurants, planes and on the street, bringing much
joy and building up large crowds – a testament
to the standard of singing.
As well as lots of music, there was of course
time to be tourists and visit some of the famous
historical sites, including Vesuvius, The Coliseum
and Herculaneum. There were also large volumes
of ice cream, pizza and pasta consumed over the
duration of the trip. Much fun was had by both
students and staff and everyone came away with
experiences to remember.

9
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House Photography Competition 2018

House Photography Competition
Middle School Winners
1st Amy Storey Gibbons,Year 9 – Weather

1st

2nd Patrick Hey,Year 11 – Contrast
3 Regina Gutierrez,Year 10 – Windows
rd

2nd

3rd
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House Photography Competition 2018

1st

2 nd

3rd
Senior School Winners
1st James Knowles,Year 12 – Architecture, but not as you know it
2nd Libby Hughes,Year 13 – Liquid
3rd Kathryn Cooksley,Year 12 – Liquid
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Madird Trip

MADRID
TRIP

Thirty-two keen learners of Spanish from Years 8 and 9 recently enjoyed trying out their linguistic
skills during a trip to Madrid. Accompanied by three members of staff from the MFL and English
Departments, the group spent four action-filled days in the Spanish capital.

O

n the rich immersion programme were visits
to the Royal Palace and the Museo Nacional
Centreo de Arte Reina Sofia, where Picasso’s
mural Guernica is displayed. The young linguists also spent
some time shopping for Spanish provisions for a picnic
lunch in the Parque Retiro and discovering the many
small shops around the Plaza Mayor. Those with a sweet
tooth were excited by a visit to a Spanish chocolateria,
where hot chocolate and churros were on offer. Another
highlight in the trip was the visit to the Santiago Bernabéu
Stadium, home of Real Madrid, where pupils were able
to visit the pitch and walk through the players’ tunnel on
the night before, many miles away in Kiev, Real Madrid
beat Liverpool in the Champions’ League. Football results
aside, an amazing time was had by all.
Participating Year 8 pupil Carmen Kilgannon said: “After
studying Spanish for several terms, I was very happy
to try out my language skills in Madrid. I loved all the
activities on offer, but I particularly enjoyed shopping in the
souvenir shops around the Plaza del Sol. I would definitely
recommend this trip to other Year 8 and 9 pupils as Madrid
is a location with lots to see and do and it’s fun to try out
the languages you study in the classroom.”
This particular trip to the Spanish capital will return in 2020,
whilst next year budding linguists will have the chance to
take part in a full immersion trip to France, accompanied
once more by members of the MFL department.
Ellesmere College Newsletter Summer Term 2018
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Tennis Academy News

European Tennis Ranking for College Ace

A

diti Chezhian, age 13, has become the first Ellesmere College Tennis
Academy player to gain points in Tennis Europe and she now has a
European ranking to add to her Welsh Championship title. Her coach,
Jaroslav Novak, believes she has the potential to become world ranked, if she
continues to work hard. ‘Aditi trains hard most mornings before school and
again during the day and in Academy squads. Who knows how far she will go? If
she avoids injury and continues to enjoy the game, the sky is the limit.’
The new Indoor Centre has allowed Aditi and other members of the Academy
to play year round without interruption. “We are already seeing the positive
effect this is having on our players’ says Academy Director Stephen Welti, ‘ Aditi
is setting the standard but we have many other up and coming youngsters who
are not too far behind, all of whom benefit from the guarantee of tennis every
day whatever the weather.”

Prep Schools Champions, again…
Ellesmere won the Girls Under 13 Prep Schools
tournament last year, but this year they not only retained
the title, but won the Boys Under 11 title as well.
They beat off challenges from King’s Chester, Birchfield
(Wolverhampton), Prestfelde, Packwood, Abberley and
Moreton Hall amongst others.
In fact our Girls B team, Eloise Chapman and Ellie Edwards,
were unfortunate not to win the title, only losing in the
final 6-2 to... the Ellesmere A team, Lili Harvey Hemming
and Aditi Chezhian. Ellie and Eloise, who had already
demolished Moreton Hall in the semi-final, will have the
chance to fight again next year, without Aditi and Lili getting
in their way.
The Boys Under 11 team ‘represented by Thomas and
Adam Jacques’ were very impressive, especially considering
they are in Year 5, and most of their opponents were in
Year 6. The future of Ellesmere tennis is safe.

13

We also entered the Boys Under
13 event with Guy Welti and Peter Swinnerton
playing some fantastic tennis, finishing third out of 15 teams.
Jack Tomlinson and Will Williamson also represented the
College as our B team. They played well and can be very
proud of their performance in their first tournament.

North Shropshire Boys and
Girls Champions
Well done to the teams that played so well in these
events for unrated players. We retained the Under 19
titles unopposed, and were winners in both the Under
13 events with players who are at the start of their
competitive journey in tennis.
Boys Under 13 team: Joe Bain, Freddie Brumpton, Jack
Tomlinson, Will Wilkinson
Girls Under 13 team: Eloise Chapman, Millie Fradley,
Honor Graham, Izzy Wright Mountford
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Sports News

Top School for Cricket

After being selected from hundreds of applicants, Ellesmere College has been named as one of
the top schools in the country by leading cricket magazine The Cricketer. A spokesman for the
magazine said, “All entries were forensically examined against an exhaustive set of internal and
external criteria and we were delighted to include the College in the list.”

G

areth Owen, Director of Cricket, said, “ This is
a tremendous honour and recognises the hard
work of staff and pupils to develop the sport
in the school as well as providing a pathway into the
professional game. We have a strong cricketing tradition
here with several players going on to represent Lancashire,
Warwickshire and Glamorgan academies. Captain Sam
Ellis recently won the Shropshire U17 Player of the Year
and County Age Group Player of the Year, and several
Sixth Form students have also achieved places at MCC’s
six university cricket academies in England and Wales. We
also have strong links with Shropshire and Staffordshire
county cricket development programmes and have
worked hard to develop our role as a community hub for
local cricket and coach education for both boys and girls.”

Coach Rod Jones receiving an award for his ‘Outstanding
Contribution to Coaching’ from the Shropshire Cricket
Board and England Senior Academy and Lancashire
Women’s cricketer Evelyn Jones receiving the club’s
‘Women’s Player of the Year Award’ for 2017.
Finally, of course, congratulations must be given to our
excellent grounds staff who ensure that the College’s
beautiful pitches are always kept in tip top condition.

Recent national achievements for the College’s cricket
teams include being regional champions and semi-finalists
of the National U14 ECB Competition for the boys, and
U15 Lady Taverner’s national indoor finalists for the girls,
but the Cricket Academy is particularly keen to focus
on long term development of individuals as well as team
success. Ellesmere coaches have also received recognition
as well as county and national honours, with Academy
Ellesmere College Newsletter Summer Term 2018
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Sports News

Men v Women Cricket match
The women’s team ‘led by Eillish Whitmarsh from Year 12’ put the men into bat first. After a
solid opening partnership from Roberts and Kewell the men wavered after some aggressive
bowling from Holly King, who took two wickets in her over.

M

iss Marshall then took two
wickets in her over, including
that of Mr Cowley for a golden
duck. She was then on for a hat trick,
but unfortunately could not deliver
another killer ball. Lottie Pomford-Wilson
from Year 10 took a splendid catch to
dismiss Mr Nicholson before Mr Murphy
managed to get out BBW (Behind
Before Wicket), the first time apparently
in Ellesmere cricketing history. The men
scored 139. In reply the women scored
49, with Captain Eillish dismissed by her
Sociology teacher, Mr Orr. What a great
night! Thanks go to Mrs Bogue and Mr
Baggaley for umpiring such a spirited
match in a fair but firm manner.

Rounders
Champions

C

ongratulations to the U14
girls on winning the North
Shropshire Rounders
Tournament, beating Corbett
School 6-1 in the final. The U15
girls finished runners up to Thomas
Adams, losing by just half a
rounder in the final. On the same
day the U13 girls became North
Shropshire tennis champions
winning every set, so it was a
great day for Ellesmere’s girls’ teams.
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National Art Exhibition 2018

T

he seventh Ellesmere National Art Exhibition
opened its doors to a packed VIP Preview
evening, where guests were treated to champagne
and canapés whilst they mingled with the exhibiting
artists, sculptors and regional dignitaries. The Exhibition
was officially opened with welcome speeches from
Headmaster Brendan Wignall, Head of External Relations
Nick Pettingale, and Patron and art lover Sir Algernon
Heber-Percy. With record admission and sales, the
exhibition, which ran until Sunday 3rd June, featured
original art from Comics Laureate, Charlie Adlard of The
Walking Dead fame, and other artists including Maximillion
Baccanello, Barbara Goolden, Lee Herring, John Alford,
Graham Cox and Ellesmere’s The Gallery at Number 3.

From left to right. Brendan with patrons Diana Flint,
Sir Algernon Heber-Percy (and Lady Heber-Percy),
Carolyn Trevor-Jones and Anne Wignall

Next year’s Exhibition will run
from the Preview Night on
Wednesday, 29th May through
to Sunday, 2nd June 2019.
From left to right. Mike McCarthy, Mary McCarthy,
Hazel Wakefield, Jaimie Wakefield
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OE News

OE News

A Message to all OEs from the
Ellesmerian Club Chairman, Peter Leake
Greetings to you all!
I am taking this opportunity to contact all OEs directly to
update you on what is happening that involves our Club
this year.
You will note that we have included a credit card-sized
contacts prompt. Your Committee has been working
with the College team to look at ways we can make our
Club more accessible and visible to everyone, so moving
forward, all new OEs leaving College will be given a card
as part of that contact process. This is just one initiative;
there will be more to follow. We are also making good
use of social media, and, if you are not already familiar,
we do have our very own Facebook page, simply called
Old Ellesmerians. If you are not already part of the group,
please feel free to join us, as we will welcome you with
open arms. If you are already on the site, please ensure
that your ‘Notifications’ are turned on. This is important as
we are now using this medium to communicate upcoming
events and we wouldn’t want you to miss out.

There is so much more happening now and to come,
so I would strongly advise a visit to the Old Ellesmerian
page on the College website and go into ‘Events’ to
see what is happening, and get involved:
www.ellesmere.com/OE-Events
That’s all for now, so I wish you a great summer and I very
much look forward to seeing you at upcoming OE events
Peter Leake
Chairman, Ellesmerian Club

Speaking of events, the OE year so far has been a hectic
one, culminating just recently with the OE invitation to the
Headmaster’s Luncheon, celebrating the 50th anniversary
of the reopening of the College Chapel, destroyed by the
famous fire of 1966. We saw a good turnout of OEs for
that occasion as we do at all our events, so why not get
involved by attending one yourself next term:

OE Events

22nd September 2018
Channel Islands Dinner – The Oyster Box,
St Helier, Jersey
6th October 2018
Northern Dinner – Stanneylands, Wilmslow
18th October 2018
City Drinks – The Antelope, Belgravia
17th November 2018
London Dinner – The Oxford and Cambridge Club,
London
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Commonwealth Games Success

Commonwealth Games Success
The recent Commonwealth Games held on the beautiful Gold Coast of Australia really
highlighted the strength of Ellesmere in sport, as six current and former students were selected
to represent their countries, achieving life goals by competing in the Commonwealth Games in
Hockey, Shooting and Swimming.
Freya Anderson
Year 12 student Freya
Anderson made her
Commonwealth Games
debut in both individual
and team races. Together
with other swimmers in
Team England’s squad, she
won bronze medals in the
4x100m freestyle relay and
4x200m freestyle relay.

Conor Ferguson
Northern Ireland swimmer
Conor Ferguson, 18,
came 5th in Men’s 50m
Backstroke, 8th in the
100m Backstroke,
6th in the 4 x 100m
Medley Relay and
7th in the 4 x 100m
Freestyle Relay.

Cassie Wild
Representing Scotland,
Cassie, a Year 12 student
from Mold, came 5th in
the Women’s 4 x 100m
Medley Relay and 5th
in the Women’s 50m
backstroke. Cassie has
now moved to Scotland to
continue her training.
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Commonwealth Games Success

Sian Corish
Shooting at Ellesmere has produced its fair share
of success stories, including former Ellesmerian, Sian
Corish, 30, who shot for Wales, coming ninth in the
Women’s 50m Rifle 3 Positions and finishing in sixth
place in the Women’s 10m Air Rifle categories.
Sian has been competing at an international level since
leaving Ellesmere and now works as a Physiotherapist.

Chloe Golding
Chloe Golding, 19, just missed out
on the 200-metre backstroke final at
the Commonwealth Games, finishing
third out of six in her heat on the
Gold Coast, Australia. Chloe swam
a personal best time to claim the
2017 Swim England National Winter
Championships’ 200m backstroke title
and secure a place on the team for
the first time at the Games.
Caro Hulme
Caro Hulme, 19, was selected to represent Wales’
Hockey team, who came in ninth place at the Games.
Caro attended Ellesmere from the age of nine,
representing the school Hockey teams
from a young age
before achieving
success at Club, Regional
and then National level
alongside her sister
Lottie. Despite her
international playing and
training schedule, Caro
achieved a Distinction*
grade in BTEC Sports and
an A in A Level Business
Studies to go on to study
Business Marketing at
Nottingham Trent University
with a Hockey scholarship.
19

Chloe left Ellesmere in 2016 and now studies
Sports Science and Physiology at Manchester
Metropolitan University. Chloe was competing
internationally whilst studying
for her A Levels and achieved
success in several events.
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