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cancelled until
further notice due to
Covid-19.
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We hope that this month's e:bulletin finds you and your families safe and well.
As England head into ‘Lockdown 2.0’ our students have returned for the second half of the
Michalemas Term. It’s business as usual here at Ellesmere and it’s great to have the corridors
bustling with students once again.
It has been a busy two months for our students
who have settled back in to school life well. Our
team of Prefects are being selected this week and
we look forward to announcing them to you in our
next e:bulletin.
Sadly we are unable to hold events at the College
this term so the annual Remembrance Service won’t
be taking place on Sunday 8th November and there
will be no Carol Services at the end of the month.
We will be livestreaming Father Phillip’s
Remembrance Day Commemoration on 11th
November via Facebook, details can be found on
page three.
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A winning partnership - WAoS reaccreditation
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We are extremely proud to announce our
reaccreditation as an Athlete Friendly Education
ellesmere.com so we
Centre (AFEC) by the World Academy of Sport
can ensure your
(WAoS) in recognition of the way we help studentrecord is accurate.
athletes balance sport and education. Ellesmere is
renowned for having a world class sporting
pedigree and is one of only a limited number of
schools to be awarded the accreditation globally.
The announcement was made by the International

Ellesmere faces
Is there a typical
Ellesmerian?
Find out here: Where
are they now?

Ellesmere news
Keep up to date with
the College’s news via:

Baccalaureate (IB) and means the College can not only offer the two year IB Diploma but
also an extended three-year diploma for those elite athlete students who want to follow an
athletics pathway alongside their studies.
The WAoS is committed to helping athletes on their journey by working with those
individuals in their education provision to understand the unique needs which must be
balanced in such circumstances.
Read More…

Gulwali Passarlay - My life as an Afghan refugee
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Gulwali Passarlay, the internationally
renowned author of 'The Lightless Sky' - his
memoirs detailing his hazardous journey
from Afghanistan to the UK - once again
opened the hearts and minds of our Year 8
Geography students and deepened their
understanding of the plight and resilience of
young refugees with an inspiring talk during
his visit to the College this week.

Facebook
Instagram
Twitter

Gulwali, an Afghan political refugee, came to
the UK in 2007 after undertaking an
incredible journey where he travelled a total
of 7,150 miles through 10 different countries
in order to reach safety and escape a
war-torn Afghanistan.
Through telling his story to schools and through his book, Gulwali hopes his experiences
will explain why refugees choose to leave their countries and families behind, battle feelings
of loneliness, fear and guilt, and will allow people to see them not only as asylum seekers,
but individual human beings with incredible stories.
Read More…

Aiming High! Two Ellesmere students trial for England Hockey
Millie Forster and Harry Lloyd-Brown, both
in Year 12, have been selected to trial for
England Hockey and attended the England
National Age Group camps over half-term.
The pair joined Ellesmere College for the
High Performance Hockey Programme
which has produced Commonwealth
Games and England international hockey
players.
It means Harry and Millie are among the
young players at the College benefiting
from working with nationally renowned
hockey coach Simon Taylor, the school's High Performance Hockey Coach, who has a
great deal of experience coaching juniors and senior club teams.
Read More…

Remembrance Day Commemoration livestream

Due to the current government restrictions, the College is unable to hold its Remembrance
Day Service in the usual format. We are therefore going to livestream Father Phillip’s
Commemoration on the Terraces from 10.55am on Wednesday 11th November. Please
Join us as we honour the memory of the fallen with a two minute silence.
We will remember them.

For more information please register through our Facebook page HERE

Old Ellesmerian News
A letter from the Club’s new Chairman - Richard Thurgood (Woodard ‘73)
Greetings to all Old Ellesmerians wherever
you are.
What strange times we all now live in! I was
reminded of this somewhat forcibly
yesterday when I laid a wreath on behalf of
the Club and its members at the War
Memorial Tablet outside Chapel. The timing
may seem strange but there is unfortunately
no Remembrance Service this year with
England entering its second lockdown on the
5th November.
I write this to introduce myself as the new
Chairman following on from Peter Leake’s
productive stint in this role and his
retirement to take on a similar challenge
elsewhere.
For all those who don’t know who I am - I
joined the Ellesmere Community at the age
of 13 in 1968, one of the 60 odd pupils starting their journey through College in Ian Beer’s
final year as Headmaster when everything was reopening after the fire – a new chapel, new
dining room and new dayrooms for some of the Houses including my own, Woodard. I have
served on the OE Executive for over 35 years in a variety of roles including treasurer for
about 17 years!

The Club has changed massively over this time as
both society and the desires of the membership have
changed, but it remains one of the strongest ex-pupil
societies in the country. We must continue to
evolve in this ever-changing world, and I see my role
as helping to facilitate this over the next few years
before passing the baton to a younger member.
It is sad that we have not been able to hold any of
our normal functions in 2020 and it currently appears
impossible to even guess when we can restart them,
but rest assured we will and hopefully there will be
increased attendance when they do - absence makes
the heart grow fonder! We will keep you updated via

the newsletters.
The Club has been busy however over the summer break with a number of projects
sponsored by us being completed. These include completion of the cloisters stained glass
windows project, a new, additional altar in the Lady Chapel, a further tablet erected at the
War Memorial and a new display cabinet outside dining room. I know the College is very
grateful for our support in projects like these and several members of staff caught up with
me during the various installations to thank the Club.
I mentioned that as a Club we need to evolve and as part of this we need to know what the
membership would like from us in the future and what they do not like about the present.
Over the next few months, we will be sending out short surveys to try to gauge the
enthusiasm for the Club and its activities both current and future. I will publish further details
of these shortly.
We have a very committed Executive Committee whose support and activities ensure the
Club flourishes. I am keen to expand this so if anyone would like to be involved please get in
touch!
If anybody wishes to contact me about any aspect of the Club please feel free to contact me
by email: r.j.thurgood@btinternet.com or write to me care of ‘The External Relations Office’
at the College.
Stay safe,
Kind Regards,
Richard Thurgood

This is an Ellesmere College internal email. You can assist with the growth of
Ellesmere Connect by visiting http://ellesmereconnect.com

