
 

����������

�
�

�	

��
����������
�
�
�
�
�
�

���������������	�






Ellesmere College 
Shooting Academy 

 

The Vision 
 
The Ellesmere College Shooting Academy has been established following the 
outstanding successes of the College’s Rugby, Tennis and Cricket Academies 
and the meteoric rise of the Ellesmere College Titans swimming team. 
 
The purpose of the Ellesmere Academies programme is to enhance the excellent 
provision for sport that exists for all pupils at the College. In particular the 
Academies allow individual pupils to develop their sporting talents to a level not 
normally supported in schools. Regional and National recognition for Academy 
pupils is one of the development goals of all the Academies. 
 
Marksmanship at the highest levels is no different from any other sport, requiring 
fitness, commitment, passion and desire to succeed. 
 
Ellesmere College Shooting Academy has a vision: ‘Identify, nurture and develop 
talented students to enable them to achieve at elite levels.’ 
 
To this end, the Academy will enable students to participate in various forms of 
marksmanship: Air Rifle and Pistol, .22 Rifle, Archery, Full-bore Rifle and Modern 
Pentathlon and Tetrathlon disciplines. 
 
The long term goals include offering facilities for English Sporting and Olympic Clay 
disciplines. 



 

Ellesmere College – forward in its thinking 
 
Ellesmere College is a coeducational school. It is set in 144 acres of the most 
glorious rural landscape of North Shropshire, just half a mile from the historic 
canalside town of Ellesmere. Whilst rural in its location, it is a relatively short 
distance to a number of main-line railway stations and domestic and international 
airports. It admits pupils from ages 7-18. 
 
Opened in 1884, the College continues to thrive and grow today due, in no small 
way, to its focus on the needs and demands of each individual pupil. The College 
prides itself on its policy of accepting pupils across a wide range of the academic 
ability spectrum – providing an equal opportunity for as many pupils as possible. 
 
It is this commitment to equality 
of opportunity that enables it to 
welcome students with a wide 
variety of talents and ambitions 
It is this ethos which led it to 
identify the special needs of 
talented shooters and, through 
the experience of its sporting 
traditions, enables it to provide 
support to such students at all 
levels. 
 
The College recognises that 
there are many drivers for 
success besides sheer hard work: 
confidence, motivation, 
determination and ambition play 
an equally important part. The 
College seeks to develop these 
characteristics, alongside the 
academy’s training programmes, 
through its educational policies 
and programmes. 
 
The College has a long-
established tradition of producing 
international level shooters and 
currently has several pupils in the Welsh and Great Britain Junior Squads, as well 
as former pupils who are preparing for the Olympic Games. The Academy 
encourages marksmanship at all ages and provides talented pupils with the training 
and support necessary to help them achieve at the highest levels. 
 
In 2011, the College again hosted the North Wales Air weapon Championships in its 
new multi-purpose sports centre. It is hoped to establish the College as a regional 
training venue for National Squads.  



 
Facilities 
 
The College has excellent facilities on site for Archery, Air Rifle, Air Pistol and 
Indoor and Outdoor .22 Rifle disciplines. Training programmes include technical 
masterclasses, mental preparation for competition and fitness regimes, using the 
College’s excellent gym facilities. 
 
Individual programmes for elite performers are designed to complement training 
with their regional and national squads. 
 
The College has invested in the latest electronic training aid SCATT, which allows 
in-depth analysis of an individual’s technique. Developed by the Russians, this 
equipment - which has become a significant part of many international shooters’ 
training - allows the shooter to analyse the complete shot cycle using laser 
technology and to practice even when range space is unavailable. 
 
 A valuable link has been established with the Manchester Metropolitan University 
(MMU), and its Sports Science department, one of Europe’s top 5, where significant 
research is being carried out into target sports. MMU will help to monitor athletes’ 
physical fitness and performance as well as assist with coaching. The department 
has a depth of experience in elite sport and is heavily involved in the 
Commonwealth Games and London 2012 Olympics. 
 
 



The Coaching Team 

 
Tom Rylands (centre), the Academy Coach, is a current Great Britain 
International in Fullbore Rifle and in October last year (2011) competed in Brisbane, 
Australia, as a member of the victorious British Team at the World Championships. 
He has represented England both at home and abroad and captained the last 
England touring team in 2009, travelling to South Africa. 
 
In 2010 he represented Great Britain in the Australia Match shooting a 
maximum 200 ex 200 over distances from 300 to 1000 yards: a record score 
for the event. 
 
Tom has considerable coaching experience at many levels from Juniors and Scout 
and Guides through Great Britain Under 25 to full senior Great Britain squads. He is 
also a qualified Archery coach. 

Along with Jim Quinlan (left), the College Shooting Master, David Gregory 
(right), both former international shots themselves and qualified coaches and 
instructors, and Rob Heaton, a team GB archery leader, the College can boast 
a truly exceptional coaching team with many years international experience in a 
variety of disciplines. 
 



 
Recent Achievements 
 
Ellesmere’s shooting tradition is underlined by its alumni, three of whom 
travelled to Delhi to represent Wales in the commonwealth Games: Sian and 
Jennifer Corish and John Croydon. 
 
Highlights of last year’s successes were Richard Belcher competing for British 
Schools in Germany and Denmark on tour; Ryan Williams representing Great 
Britain Juniors in 3P at the Junior International at Bisley and gaining a podium 
place; Richard  Belcher, James Slater, Ryan Williams and Ritchie Lay 
representing British Schools at Bisley in August, along with Katie Leeming and 
Sam Williams. 
 

 An Ellesmere College team was chosen to represent Shropshire in the National 
Junior leagues and there have been several medal winners in Open events at 
Appleton and Bromyard, as well as highly placed teams in the Schools’ postal 
leagues. 

Ryan Williams 



 
 

Richard Belcher 

Opportunities 
 
The College offers many opportunities to try the sport through the College Rifle 
Club and through School activities such as Survive and Thrive. The Club meets 
three evenings a week for .22 Rifle prone: 
 
· Beginners and intermediates on Tuesday 
· Junior Squad on Wednesday 
· Senior Squad on Thursday 
 
Air Rifle and Pistol is also available in shorter sessions on a Wednesday and Friday. 
Archery takes place as part of the College’s Survive and Thrive programme on 
Wednesday afternoons. 
 
CCF activities also include .22 rifle shooting and are soon to be expanded to include 
fullbore rifle, with the intention of bringing Ellesmere College back into the premier 
schools event at Bisley, the Ashburton Shield. 
 
Shoulder to shoulder competition in matches makes a major contribution to a 
shooter’s progress and there are several trips to open competitions throughout the 
summer season, including a longer trip to the National small bore Championships at 
Bisley. In 2011, 16 College shooters competed at the National Championships—one 
of the largest ever school contingents. 



The Environment 
 
Boarding at Ellesmere 
 
The boarding houses within Ellesmere College are tailored to meet the needs of 
the individual. All of the housemasters and housemistresses are provided with 
information on the specific needs of each pupil. 

 
First class education 
 
Ellesmere achieves remarkable academic success for a wide range of abilities. 
2009 saw outstanding inspection reports from the Independent Schools 
Inspectorate and OFSTED Child Protection, both of which can be found on the 
College website. The summer of 2010 saw fantastic results: in “headline” terms 
the College’s Sixth Form leavers averaged the equivalent of an A* an A and a B at 
A Level. Given that the College continues to require only 5 GCSEs at grade C to 
enter the Sixth Form these are truly exceptional results.  
 
Ellesmere also offers the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 
alongside A Levels in the sixth form. The College’s average A Level equivalent 
score for International Baccalaureate was just under A*A*A at A Level. 
 
The school’s aspirations for its pupils go well beyond simply passing examinations. 
The College recognises that not all children are good at taking exams and that 
success in life is often determined more by confidence and ambition. Great 
emphasis is placed on the importance of public speaking. Irrespective of 
qualifications, individuals are often held back in careers and life generally by a fear 
of public speaking. At Ellesmere all pupils participate in the English Speaking Board 
Programme which develops public speaking and debating skills. 
 
Ellesmere pupils go on to attend top universities throughout Britain as well those 
in Europe and the US, studying a wide range of subjects. 
 

For further information on the College, please cont act 
The Admissions Department, 

Ellesmere College, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 9AB 
email: admissions.secretary@ellesmere.com 

tel: +44 1691 622321 


