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“It was my job to arrange a Chinese meal 
for 60 Ellesmerians at the Yang-Shing 
Restaurant in Manchester’s Chinatown on 
1st February 2014. I chose this Restaurant 
because it is quite famous in the UK and 
all their food is traditional and really tastes 
like China. It was quite difficult to find 
a place that could take 60 of us during 
the Chinese New Year celebrations, 
but I booked it a long time in advance 
and spent a lot of time calling them and 
making the full arrangements. Of course 
many of the students were Chinese, but 
we invited lots of friends from many 

It has become an annual tradition for Chinese students and their friends at 
Ellesmere to travel to Manchester to celebrate the New Year Festival, and this 

year Joe Zhou from the Upper Sixth describes how he organised the event:

different countries to celebrate with us: 
our Ellesmerian friends came from the 
UK, Spain, Germany, Kazakhstan, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Lithuania, Poland,  
USA, Belgium, France, Ukraine, Russia  
and Latvia.

It was also lovely to see Old Ellesmerians 
who came to celebrate New Year with 
us. Our Further Maths class of 2013 
were reunited with their teacher in the 
Manchester Art Gallery – Ruoqi Lin, 
currently studying Engineering at Imperial, 
Kamilya Salina at Warwick University 
studying Finance and Ines Chan, studying 
Art and Design in Birmingham.”

Everyone clearly had a wonderful 
time and the event shows what a truly 
International College Ellesmere is and 
how much our students gain from sharing 
their cultures.

Gary and Joe

Mr and Mrs Edwards appropriately in 
red to celebrate Chinese New Year
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Mr Cowley with Ruoqi Lin and 
Kamilya Salina
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House Singing 2014

To aid this our new Director of Music, Tony Coupe, brought 
in an innovation this year - a band to accompany the songs, 
consisting of himself and Pat Wood on Pianos, Peter Jandrell on 
Bass and Dan Deakin on Drums. 

This year’s theme was Musicals and each House chose a unison 
song for everyone and a part song with harmony for a smaller 

The House Singing Competition provides an opportunity to celebrate 
team work through the human voice. However, the most important 

element is ensuring a sense of enjoyment for everyone taking part, which in 
turn leads to a higher standard of performance.

group to perform. The event was judged by Joseph George, 
an experienced musician and choir trainer from the Midlands, 
supported by Nick Aston-Smith and Rachel Schubert, two 
of our own staff, who perform with the Chapel Choir. The 
consistently high standard of performances was noted by the 
judges who finally placed Wakeman-Lambart in first place and 
Meynell in second place. 

House Singing winners Wakeman-Lambart
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Oswestry Music Festival
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Students Hit the High Notes 
at Oswestry Music Festival

We were especially successful when working as a team, winning 
all the classes for which we entered ensembles: the Chapel Choir 
won the coveted Matt Dewhirst Cup for a youth choir aged 
21 and under, performing a setting ot the Magnificat specially 
composed for them by Mr Coupe. They were given a rare 
‘outstanding’ level for their wonderful performance of this and 
Lean on Me by Bill Withers.

The Lower School Choir also won The Harry Moore-Bridger 
Memorial Cup for a youth choir aged 16 and under, beating 
older and more experienced choirs with their performances 
of Find Me in the River and Radioactive. The Senior Orchestra 
took the High Sheriff ’s Award for a youth orchestra aged 25 
and under and the Mere Clarinet Quartet were also awarded 

Our students participated at a high level in all parts of the 2014 
competition from piano, woodwind, brass and strings to vocal classes. 

Ellesmere College is blessed with some very talented musicians.

The Whittington Chamber Music Trophy for an ensemble aged 
18 and under, despite some last minute reed problems with the 
Bass Clarinet.

Individual classes in singing and instrumental performance were 
won by Lily Wilson, Harry Fradley, Isabel Ward, Will Ainge, 
Matthew Dewhurst, Alice Tow and John Leadbeater and there 
were numerous second and third placings for other students 
who are clearly the rising stars of the future such as Anastasia 
Bancks, Eleanor Haworth, Anais Carson-Mee and Elena Bateman.

Many thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make this 
event such a success and to all our parents who came along and 
supported the students.

Members of the Successful Chapel and Lower School Choirs
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British Film Institute Academy

Lower Sixth Media Studies student Jacob Roberts was 
recently fortunate in being selected to join the British Film 

Institute’s Youth Academy documentary course, travelling down 
to London at half term to work with other talented students 
from across the country alongside industry professionals. Jacob, 
who has an eye on a career in the film industry, here explains 
what he learned from this amazing opportunity: 

If you would like to see the documentary film which Jacob and his team made, it will be shown, alongside 
other work by Ellesmere students, on our annual Film Night on Wednesday 7 May at 7.00 pm.

Meet the Author
as well as running a creative 
writing workshop. Bali Rai was born 
in Leicester and grew up in a multicultural, 
multi-racial community close to the city centre. 

His first novel (Un)arranged Marriage, published in 2001, is 
now cult young adult reading. The Crew and then Rani & Sukh 
followed the first novel - both well received and widely read. In 
2010 Rani & Sukh became a set-text for GCSE.

Bali gave talks to the students about his books, followed 
by question and answer sessions, in order to get students 
more interested and excited by reading and inspire them to 
write. “You don’t have to have been on an amazing journey 
or involved in extraordinary situations to be able to write 
great stories, and the stimulus for much of my own writing 
is everyday life,” Bali explained. He also spoke about issues 
surrounding multi-culturalism, ethnicity, citizenship and politics, 
which he often covers in his books.

“My time with the BFI Film Academy was a great experience. 
I learnt a lot and made good friends on this course and plan 
to continue to work with them in the future as we became 
such a good team. It was a really well organised course that 
informed us about all the different elements of the film industry, 
from pre-production, filming, editing, sound and lighting and all 
production areas to bringing the project to fruition. We took 
part in masterclasses with a range of different people who work 
in film, who not only inspired us but gave us practical advice 
on how to get our foot into the industry’s front door. These 
included an Oscar winning producer, Simon Chinn, who even 
brought his Oscar with him (we all got to hold it!) He won it 
for his documentary Man on Wire, about Philippe Petit’s 1973 
high-wire walk between the Twin Towers of New York’s World 
Trade Centre. 

Our mentors were continually supportive and gave us so many 
opportunities and made me realise that working in the film 
industry is something that can be achieved with hard work and 
determination. If you love doing something, you just have to go 
for it.”

Jacob Roberts

Bali Rai with year 11 students

In February our GCSE students were excited to meet with 
multi-award winning author, Bali Rai, who visited the College 

to talk about his work. He delivered a talk to Year 10 and Year 
11 pupils and provided a unique insight into his life as a writer, 



Too Much Punch for Judy

Mia Foster as Judy
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Under the skilful guidance of Director Gemma Heald, the 
young cast rose to the challenge in a very mature way in what 
was a memorable evening of theatre for everyone present. 
Mia Foster gave an outstanding and often subtle performance 
as Judy, whose drive home from a drunken night out leads 
to the death of her sister, and Tara Hibbott as Vi, her mother, 
exposed the raw emotion of those immediately affected by 
her actions. The play painted a vivid picture of the compelling 
nature of youth drinking culture and the ‘it will never happen to 
me’ attitude of those who drink and drive and Lotto and Caro 
Hulme and Josh Wilson and Bruce Buglass brought a clever 
mixture of humour and tension to this. Sam Oldham, Harry 
Griffiths, Jamie Wakefield, Charlotte Davies and Luke Harris all 

Too Much Punch for Judy

showed how one careless act can have dramatic consequences 
for all those involved, including witnesses and police and 
emergency services. Poppy Clarke and Vivienne Humphreys 
then helped to draw the play to its sensitive conclusion, 
showing how Judy’s acts later in life caused devastation to a 
further family as their daughter also became a victim of her 
drink driving.

Finally, congratulations must go to Production Manager Rob 
Harm and his technical team, whose clever staging using half a 
car salvaged from a local scrap yard brought an added visual 
dimension to a production which utilised all the cast’s physical 
and vocal skills and made excellent use of projections and 
sound effects. 

This year’s Middle School play tackled the difficult topic of drink driving in 
a production of Mark Wheeler documentary drama Too Much Punch 

for Judy. Basing the text on evidence taken from a real accident which took 
place in 1983, Wheeler used accounts from those involved to create what is 
known as ‘verbatim theatre’, where the dialogue is not just imagined but uses 
the actual words of real people, creating a powerful and challenging piece.

Too Much Punch for Judy
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An Inspector Calls

Their production of the classic drama, 
directed by their teacher, Margaret 
Hutchings, was a wonderful evocation of 
the Edwardian era as experienced through 
the comfortably middle class Birling family, 
until its complacency and lack of moral 
responsibility towards the less fortunate 
is brutally exposed by the arrival of the 
mysterious Inspector Goole, played with 
steely authority by Isaac Maddock-James. 

Making his debut in senior school 
productions, James Bateman was an 
excellent Arthur Birling, endeavouring to 
steer his family away from scandal in order 
to protect his chances of a knighthood, 
and Charlotte Dixon captured the cold 

As part of the English Department’s work on the GCSE set play  
An Inspector Calls by John Boynton Priestley, some of the Year 11 

students decided that the best way to really understand the text was to 
actually perform it.

and Felipe Pellizon, with a very moving 
interpretation of the downfall of Eva 
created by Jess Martin-Jones. Finally Lily 
Wilson, whilst preparing for her upcoming 
leading role as Juliet in the Senior Play, 
found time to create the charming cameo 
part of the downtrodden maid, Edna, 
without whom the Birlings’ comfortable 
existence would be impossible. 

Special mention must be made of the 
naturalistic dining room set, designed 
by Robert Harm, Arts Centre Manager, 
as well as the exquisite and historically 
accurate costumes, some of which were 
painstakingly hand sewn by Sue Hinks and 
Janet Owen.

indifference of his wife Sybil. The Birling 
children, Eric and Sheila, were played with 
real sensitivity and emotional strength by 
Jo Jameson and Perri Rowe, and Euan 
Venner was an admirably suave Gerald, 
sometimes thoughtless ‘man about town’, 
but also revealing an inner tenderness in 
his relations with Sheila and the hapless 
Daisy Renton. 

In a departure from Priestley’s original 
concept, the students devised and scripted 
their own interpretations of the life of Eva 
Smith/Daisy Renton and how each of the 
Birling family and Croft had contributed to 
her eventual suicide. These were cleverly 
woven into the drama by Fran Hughes 

8

An Inspector Calls

Jo Jameson as Eric

Charlotte Dixon as Mrs Birling

James Batemen as Mr Birling 
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An Inspector Calls

Euan Venner as Gerald and Perri Rowe as Sheila

Jess Martin-Jones, Fran Hughes, Isaac Maddock-James, Perri Rowe and Charlotte Dixon



Lower Sixth student Max Assmann explains their latest fence 
building project:

“Green Team – it’s all about planting trees and helping the 
environment…so what is Fence Building? How does this fit 
together? When Illya Zalliesky, a friend of mine, and I went down 
to the Green Team Garden near Lower School the first time, we 
were curious about what was going to be expected of us.

Perhaps an impossible job, challenging our craft skills that were 
seriously underdeveloped at this stage? Or maybe a grim teacher 
who would be slightly irritated by our obvious incompetence in 
fence building? 

In reality, things turned out to be very different. Mr. Cowley, a 
highly motivated and skilled hobby gardener, steered us into the 

The Green Team in Action

right direction. With special equipment such as a spirit level, nails 
and a massive iron hammer we tried our luck when putting in 
the first post. Honestly those first few moments were quite 
disappointing – we quickly realised how tedious, tricky and surely 
amusing this project would be. Building a fence downhill on a 
ground full of mud and soaked soil turned out to be slippery 
work for the next few weeks. 

However, as time progressed, we eventually grasped the skills 
required and how to fulfil the task. After four weeks of hard but 
very enjoyable activity work we happily completed the fence. 
The fence’s existence certainly contributes to the College’s 
motto – an education for life – not just academically but also in 
technical areas. More new projects will follow soon…”

As part of our Thursday afternoon activities programme some students 
are able to opt to be part of our Green Team, where the aim is to 

broaden their understanding and experience of environmental issues and, 
well, simply to get stuck in around the grounds and in the local area. 

Proud of our finished fence

Green Team

10Ellesmere College Newsletter Spring Term 2014 
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CCF Cadets Run the Gun

Geography Competition
Year 7 pupils recently participated in a 
Geography competition that tested their 
abilities to build a contour model from a 
flat plan. Pupils spent last term learning and 
practising their mapping skills using atlases 
and Ordnance Survey maps.

The final section of the map skills unit looked 
at how they can measure and show height 
on a map. The aim of the project was for 
pupils to look at contour lines to portray the 
shape and elevation of the land from a 2D 

perspective and then to  
create a 3D model.

Mrs Waddams, Head of 
Geography at Ellesmere 
College, said “This year’s entries 
were once again outstanding and 
proved very difficult to judge. Not 
only were the models produced 
accurate, but many had an element  
of originality and flair”. This year’s  
winners were Zac Lennox,  Rosie 
Holland, Amelie Davies, Molly Tumelty.

The Royal Navy section of the Combined Cadet Force (CCF) at Ellesmere has welcomed a new team member - a cadet field gun. 
This new addition to the section is part of an initiative to encourage more students to get involved in the CCF. 

The gun will be used in activities based on the Royal Navy’s Brickwood’s Field Gun Competition, in which teams compete to 
transport a field gun and its equipment over and through a series of obstacles in the shortest time. 

The CCF is part of our enrichment activities on Thursday afternoons, offering a variety of activities to the cadets who wish to join 
any of the three sections: Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force. Officer in Charge Chris Collins said, “The new field gun is a great 
addition to the team and it will provide a new experience for our students, especially those in the Royal Navy section. The CCF 
provides a great environment where students can develop powers of leadership by means of training, to promote the qualities of 
responsibility, self-reliance, resourcefulness, endurance and perseverance”. 

Navy Cadets wih the Field Gun

Contour Model Winners

CCF Cadets Run the Gun
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Tennis Treble
In recent years Ellesmere has had a run of success in the Aegon Tennis 
Schools Senior Championships, but this year College achieved an amazing 

and unprecedented treble in having all three teams in the National Finals. 

The girls’ team stormed into the final by beating semi-finalists 
Leicester High School 12-0, whilst the boys’ team also won 
convincingly 10-2 against Leeds Grammar School. Finally the 
mixed doubles team joined them by edging out Wilmslow 
High School 5-4. Now Kotryna Calova, Louise Wegener, 
Isabella Eckstein, Julia Schuster, Rusne Butkute, Ole Linne, 
Sammy Leung, Jonas Isenberg, Aaron Sham and Aleks Calovas 
then travelled together to Bolton for the finals. The outcome 
was a fanatastic success for the College teams: both the Girls’ 
Team and the Mixed Doubles’ Team retained their national 
titles and the Boys’ Team were only defeated by Rugby School 
by the narrowest of margins.

Stephen Welti, Ellesmere’s Tennis Senior Performance Coach 
said, “I couldn’t be more proud of how the students have 
performed. This is the first time a school has managed to 
get all three teams into the National Finals and they all gave 
their very best. The great strength of the competition is that 
it’s a team event and our players have worked hard together 
to achieve the success.” Congratulations to Stephen, his 
coaching team and all the players, who have firmly established 
Ellesmere as the top tennis school in the country

Netball Success
This term has been a particularly successful one for 
Ellesmere’s netball teams, who won both the U19 
and U16 North Shropshire Netball Tournaments 
which were held at the College.

All the girls participating had run in the School’s 
House Cross Country Competition just an hour 
before their first game, but still went on to achieve 
convincing wins in their tournaments. 

The U19’s beat Oswestry School and Moreton 
Hall to take first place and the U16’s beat Moreton, 
Oswestry, Thomas Adams, Lakelands and drew 
against Marches to triumph in their section. Well 
done, girls!

Mixed Doubles’ Team Sammy Leung, Kotryna 
Calova, Ole Linne and Louisa Wegener

Under 19s Netball Winners

Sporting Success
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Young Cricketers  
Get England Call

Players are developed specifically with their individual 
development needs in mind, focusing on the areas of their 
game that will take them closer to being a First Class and 
future England Cricketer. Players within the programme 
usually train as part of their County Emerging Player 
Programme between the ages of 13 and 15 where they 
receive coaching support above and beyond that of a regular 
County Age Group player.

Cricket Academy Head Coach Rod Jones said, “A number 
of our players in the Academy are developing nicely and 
working hard towards being good all round cricketers, 
but they are also good role models at Ellesmere, which is 
important. In the last year, the College has seen an increase 
in young cricketers coming into the Academy, so the future 
looks very promising. I am really pleased for Connor and 
George Newton and we look forward to seeing them 
develop further and play at the highest levels”.

Looking to the future – George and Connor

Harry Stow and Sam Owen

Young Cricketers Get England Call
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Destination Dubai
Ellesmere College past and present 1st XI cricket captains 
recently attended a winter training camp at the ICC Global 
Cricket Academy in Dubai. Situated in Dubai Sports City, its 
location places it in the centre of the cricket-playing world. It 
offers the opportunity to players, coaches, umpires, curators 
and administrators from across the ICC’s 104 Member 
Countries to benefit from programs and courses. 

Current Upper Sixth student Harry Stow attended the 
academy as part of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) under 
19 Squad and recent OE Sam Owen took the opportunity 
to obtain some winter practice and coach junior teams at the 
Cricket Centre.

Aspiring cricket players Connor Davies and George Newton have been 
selected to attend the ECB’s National Cricket Performance Centre at 

Loughborough University. George and Connor, aged 12, join the emerging 
talent programme which aims to help the most promising young players 
become the stars of England and world cricket. 
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Ellesmere College Titans

Richard Lay, Katy Leeming and James Slater

Shropshire ASA County Championships

Luxembourg Meet

amazing 16 golds together with 4 Shropshire County Records 
and 9 of the Titans’ own Club Records. 

Putting in great performances, Chloe Golding (15) took home 11 
golds being top girl in the pool in nearly as many, 2 silver, 1 bronze 
together with 7 County and Club Records and was in the top 10 
in 8 events in the UK rankings. Fellow team mate Olivia Gardner 
(15) won 5 golds, 10 silver, 2 bronze and 2 Shropshire and 5 
Club Records. Llawen Rossell-Smith (17) also took 5 gold and 3 
silver medals and 2 County Records. These older girls will now be 
preparing for the Commonwealth trials in April.

When the West Midland ASA decided to send a representative 
team to the premier European Swimming Meet, 5 Titans 
were called up. Those chosen were Llawen Rossell-Smith 
(16), Chloe Golding (15), Olivia Gardner (15), Murrin 
Dalrymple (14) and Callum Nortje (17) all receiving their first 
prestigious International call up. All those chosen gave excellent 
performances in several events and have been boosted by the 
experience of taking part in an international competition against 
some of the top talent in Europe.

The Titans’ Head Coach, Mr Alan Bircher, was delighted by their 
performances. He said, “This is the first time the swimmers have 
had the chance to race away from home and without both their 
coach and the comfort of having the full quota of team mates 
with them. “

Shropshire County Champions 2014

On Their Way to Luxembourg

Swimming Success
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The club collected 347 medals over the two Shropshire 
Championship weekends this year, despite missing some key 
members. In addition a spectacular 53 Shropshire County 
records (plus nine from other Shropshire Clubs) were broken 
by the Ellesmere swimmers as well as 62 Club Records. There 
just isn’t space to mention all the medal races and events but 
12 year old Ellinor Southward finishing the Championships 
winning every one of her events has to be seen as a staggering 
achievement with her single medal total alone resulting in an
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Luxembourg Meet

Rugby News

Our rugby teams and coaches have 
been busy this term preparing for the 
forthcoming Sevens rugby series, which 
will see them take part in five national 
competitions throughout March. Director 
of Rugby, Alex Murphy, said “We have a 
very talented squad this year and good 
strength in depth, which is very exciting. 
We are very grateful for the continued 
help and support that Mr Barker and 
Precolor have given us once again.

The College has recently 
renewed their sponsorship 

deal with water industry 
specialists, Precolor Tank 
Division, a local family business 
based in Market Drayton. 
Precolor will provide the First 
XV rugby team with brand 
new match kit and squad 
touch line bench coats for this 
current season. 

Meanwhile Zac Xiourouppa has 
represented the Midlands U16 and Lewis 
Suckling the Midlands U18, both of which 
act as trials for England selection.

Efan Jones has also been selected for a 
preliminary Wales U16 Training Squad.

Ellesmere continues to maintain its links 
with Worcester Warriors, Leicester Tigers 
and Sale Sharks rugby clubs, developing 
players who go on to represent 

Shropshire, North Midlands, Midlands and 
even the National squads.  Welsh Rugby 
Star Dwayne Peel also recently dropped 
into College to provide coaching sessions 
for our students. 

Precolor representative Dylan Barker, handing over the new kit

Rugby News
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Sevens Selfie

The College stormed to a fantastic 
victory in the recent Worcester Sevens 
Tournament, beating the hosts 19-12 in 
a tightly fought final.  Well done, lads!

Late News Update
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“

OE Profile – Robert Russell 
(Talbot 1970-1974)

Being born in Malaysia to expat parents, 
I recall that first January day with its long 
nights initially creating a bleak atmosphere 
within me that I needed to put to one side 
in order immerse myself in school life and 
engage in the positive things it would bring. 

For me, Ellesmere added to the positive 
programming. The College gave me 
education, life skills, sport and friends. I left 

with these strengths firmly embedded 
but, one of the downsides was, it afforded 
me too many opportunities and choices! 
I tried dipping into one avenue and 
then another before having a gap year 
and eventually settling for Rural Estate 
Management at Cirencester Royal 
Agricultural College, now called Royal 
Agricultural University. The idea then 
was to work within the family business 
growing tea in Cameron Highlands, 
Malaysia – some of you who have 
travelled there may even have been to 
the Boh Tea plantations visitors’ centre.

Straight after my graduation however, 
I decided that Singapore was more 
dynamic and started working there with 
international real estate company Jones 
Lang LaSalle. I then came back to the UK 
in 1985, working in the property sector 
until the downturn in the market at the 
end of the 80’s. I then took a complete 
change in career path embracing a 2 

year Diploma course in hypnotherapy 
and stress management. I’d always been 
fascinated by the way the mind worked 
and how certain people thrived on 
challenges whilst others crumpled.

Thus after completing the course in 
1991, I set up a therapy practice seeing 
individuals for various emotional concerns. 
I have now extended my repertoire into 
providing Business and Sports Mindset 
coaching through my company, Training 
Alliance Group.

Ellesmere to me has been about so 
much more than focusing on formal 
education but also about shaping 
pupils to make the most of what they 
have absorbed during their time at the 
College. You can be ‘rammed’ full of 
knowledge, but unless you know how to 
make the most of it, you probably won’t 
get as far as you had hoped.”

Robert recently gave an inspirational talk to current students on 
‘Effective Goal Setting to Influence Your Life and Career’ as part of 

our ongoing programme of Headmaster’s Lectures.

I came to Ellesmere on a cold January in 1970, carrying with me my 
malleable mind, pre-programmed by life’s experiences to-date, some 

helpful and some not. I was nervous yet excited, but quickly settled into 
College routine.

OE News
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OE News

Peter was awarded the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint 
George (CMG) in 2002 for important or loyal service in relation to foreign 
and Commonwealth affairs. He will be speaking about the sustainability of UK 
manufacturing and business in the global market place. 

Peter is a past board member of UKTI, the government body promoting 
international trade. In fact he was directly involved in its conception and launch. 
After his stint on the Board he was Chair of the engineering sector and brought 
together automotive and aerospace engineering for the Advanced Engineering 
Sector Group which he also chaired. He was a past member of the judging panel 
for the Queen’s Award for Export.

His company BCM trades metals globally and he speaks widely on International trade. In his spare time he is the President for the 
County of Staffordshire Royal British Legion and Chair of the Canal and River Trust.

The Edge and Headmaster’s Lectures

James Bain (current parent) – Director 
of Strategy and Innovation for ATOS 
Worldwide

Alan Perrier (OE) – Principle Security 
Officer SO17 Counter Intelligence

Alan Halsall (OE) – Owner and CEO of 
Silver Cross plc

Robert Russell (OE) - Chief Executive 
Leader of Training Alliance Group

Jenny Sampson (OE) – Assistant Civil 
Engineer 

Mark Allsop (former parent) – MD 
of Yarrington, Design and Event 
Management 

Commander Nick Gibbons (OE) –  
Royal Navy 

Peter Leake (OE Club president) – MD 
of Vantage PL Ltd, and formerly a senior 
figure at Jaguar for 35 years. 

By connecting to the 7000 Old 
Ellesmerians worldwide, the younger 
generation can gain from their expertise 
and experience, creating mentoring  
and work experience opportunities  
in many professional fields. 

The lecture series, which is part 
of Ellesmere’s Leadership and 
Entrepreneurship programme, has 
proved to be very successful since it 
was launched in September 2012. 

London CITY Drinks on Wednesday 22nd May 2014 with  
OE Peter Mathews CMG (Wakeman 1957 – 1960)

It has so far been an exciting year for The Edge. Year 11 and Sixth Form 
students have had the privilege of hearing several speakers from a wide 

variety of sectors:

City Drinks at The Antelope

Peter Leake with the Sixth Form

OE News
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If you would be interested in 
attending a lecture or might 

be keen to offer a talk on your 
career or business, please contact 

Nick Pettingale at external.
relations@ellesmere.com or  

01691 626541

We look forward to welcoming many 
more speakers in the forthcoming year. 
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Nigel Ainscow 
Memorial Service

On Saturday 1st March 2014 friends and family of Nigel 
Ainscow came together for a memorial service to celebrate 
his life in which he was a friend, advisor and mentor to many. 
The service was followed by the scattering of his ashes 
around the base of an Oak tree planted in his memory. Over 
a hundred people attended the service which, by popular 
request, was recorded to enable those unable to attend to 
listen to this celebration at home and abroad. The recording 
of the service can be downloaded from the OE Club website: 
www.oeclub.com

Nigel was born in 1928 and joined College in 1955 where 
he played an active part in the Ellesmere community. Teaching 
Modern Languages, he was also at various times Scout 
Master, Rugby Coach, Fire Officer, member of the Choral 
Society, Chairman of the Stamp Club, Ellesmerian Chronicler 

and author of Ellesmere Remembered. He was Housemaster of Woodard from 1962 to 1977, where he had a tremendous 
influence on a generation of pupils, many of whom became lifelong friends with him. Nigel finally retired in 1986 but lived locally 
and maintained a lively interest in the College and its activities. Sadly his eyesight deteriorated in his later life and he eventually 
moved into the local community hospital. Many of his friends visited him regularly, keeping him abreast of what was happening 
in his beloved Ellesmere.

Nigel passed away on the 10th October 2013. He touched so 
many lives and will be sadly missed by many.

Planting the memorial tree

Nigel Ainscow Memorial Service
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Ellesmere  Exhibition
We will be holding our third National Art Exhibition and sale of works, with more 

than 70 professional artists and sculptors exhibiting over 300 pieces from 
Wednesday 28th May through to Sunday 1st June 2014. During the course of the 
exhibition we are holding a series of artist’s workshops tutored by three professional 
artists as follows:

Thursday 29th May, 10.30am – Sonja Benskin 
Mesher RCA – Contemporary Drawing

‘Draw what you see, then see what you draw.’  
A day to investigate and approach drawing in its 
broadest and most experimental sense.

Price includes cost of materials and light refreshments. Lunch is available at an extra cost.

Places must be booked and paid for in advance. If you would like to participate in any of the workshops then please contact 
Olivia Beckett on 01691 626541 or by email; olivia.beckett@ellesmere.com

Friday 30th May, 10.30am- Maxamillion  
Baccanello – Classical Drawing 

Maxamillion will be teaching the sight-size portrait 
technique that he learnt while studying in Italy. This 
method involves the artist standing back at a given 
distance from which subject and image are equal to 
the eye. You will learn the fundamentals of scale, shape 
and the use of light and shadow to describe form.

Saturday 31st May, 10.30am – Andrew Vaughan  
– Expressive Landscapes (beginners) 

Saturday 31st May, 2.00pm – Andrew Vaughan  
– Expressive Landscapes (advanced)

Explore the atmosphere of landscape through 
expressive mark making and colour. Participants will 
have the opportunity to make personal creative 
responses through drawing and acrylic painting.

Ellesmere Art Exhibition
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