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Ellesmere’s New Pupils

RECORD PUPIL NUMBERS
AT ELLESMERE COLLEGE

At the start of the new academic year there was a flurry of activity behind the
scenes as preparations were made for the arrival of pupils and staff.The new term
has seen the arrival of one hundred and fifty new pupils. There are now 550
pupils on the school’s register with an expectation that this number will further
increase during the academic year. Pupils range between 8 and 18 years with a
number of new eight year old pupils having just begun
their education at Ellesmere in a Year 4 class. The
International Baccalaureate programme has also
generated numbers. Any enquiries into this new scheme
should be directed to stephen.purcell@ellesmere.com.

Brendan Wignall, Headmaster commented: ‘Whilst there
is a national decline in children of school age and some
independent schools are finding it difficult to keep up
their numbers; I am delighted that, at Ellesmere College,
we continue to grow.’ 

To support the increase in pupil numbers a group of new
teachers have joined the School. They include Bill
Hutchings, Head of Lower School, Gareth Owen,
Housemaster, Suzanne Ryan, History, Lynn Gunter,
French, Sighile Abbots, English, Paul Swainson,
Chemistry, Ian Roberts, PE and Maura Van Vors, a Gap
Student from the Tabor Academy in Boston, USA has
joined the school for a year to support the growing
activities of the Arena Arts Programme.

Miles Howitt-Dring Daniel Jones

The Magnificent Seven’s
A-Level Excellence

Once again students at Ellesmere College are celebrating top A Level
achievement. The School’s academic team are delighted that students have
achieved such excellent grades and that they are able to move on to the
universities of their choice. Overall performance was excellent and there
have been some top class individual results with an overall pass rate of 99%.

Whilst heartfelt congratulations go to all students
there were some particularly notable 

Performances: ‘The Magnificent Seven’ clocking up a
string of A grades were:-
Kim Fawcett - 4 A grades 
Miles Howitt-Dring - 4 A grades 
Matthew White - 4 A grades 
Daniel Jones - 3 A grades 
Ben Russell - 3 A grades 
Michael Thornhill - 3 A grades 
James Heald - 3 A grades 
19 out of 21 subjects saw a 100% pass rate 

A large number of students achieved high grades and
boys at the college performed particularly well, against
the national trend.

Mr Brendan Wignall, Headmaster, said ‘It is always
pleasing to see our students enjoy the reward of their
hard work. We pride ourselves on helping young people
to achieve academic success whilst at the same time
developing the individual. They deserve this success.
Credit must also go to the excellent work of our

teaching staff and of course to parents for their support and encouragement.’
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New Head boy Charles Cooper
and Head girl Abigail Merrill
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Animal Farm Hits the Terraces!
Satire and teenagers don’t always mix, but this year Mrs Claire Clewlow managed to pull together

a cast of twenty-five students from the middle and senior schools who performed the George

Orwell classic with a great sense of fun, understanding and resilience. 

One of the most enjoyable parts of the experience was the costumes! As the group were taking

the rather complicated show to a local primary school they wanted to make it as audience

friendly as possible. Therefore big furry costumes were in order. 

The show was taken to Baschurch Primary where it was received with much appreciation. The cast

adapted themselves to the strange environment quickly and effectively and despite a few

glitches put on a really good show. The Year 5 & 6 pupils loved what they saw and came out with

some very impressive questions at the end of the performance. The second performance was

held in the Arts Centre after expeditions. Despite being fatigued and very hot the cast put on the

best show yet. They improvised, knew their cues (mostly) and managed to get a few laughs too.

The final show was performed on the Terraces at the Strawberries and Champagne event with the

audience sitting on straw bales and the cast moving amongst the audience for a true outdoor show

effect. One poor mother got the shock of her life when she turned round and saw a six foot boy

dressed as a shire horse standing behind her (David Anders-Richards). It was a lovely way to end the

year and to bring to an end this year’s production. 

Well done to all involved for giving up their time and for all of their efforts.

The 2nd Battle of the Bands took place on Thursday
28th September. The event was moved to Big School
because the word around the College was that over
200 were coming to watch!
One of the staff bands kicked off the evening with
a stomping set of Rhythm & Blues numbers. They

were followed by White Eyes from Lower
School who enjoyed playing their song so
much they decided to play it again! Sets
were heard from The Crawfords (featuring
our very own Mr Dale Crawford belting out
‘Born to be Wild’ in a guest appearance),
Sidewinder, Dressed like Brits, ‘Cartwright,

Gorman and Asaba’ (they didn’t give a
band name) and Gunnit, our very own 6th

form rapper collective. 
We were also treated to a series of raps from
Chris Bevan, who picked up the award for Best
Dressed Act, and another staff band featuring Mr
Crawford and Mr Paul Richards, while the team
of judges deliberated. Other awards were Gunnit
(Wackiest Performance), The Crawfords (Best
Middle School Band) and Dressed like Brits (Best
Senior Band). Many thanks to all those who

helped to make the evening a success. 
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