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The Ellesmere College Tennis Academy 
 
 

Tennis is an integral and important part of the Physical Education and Recreation 
curriculum at Ellesmere College and access to the facilities and coaching is 
available to all students, whatever their current level in the game. 
 

The team of licensed coaches 
monitors the progress of each 
individual and many students take 
advantage of the additional 
coaching which is available to 
individuals or groups. 
 
Our aim is to promote a love of the 
game and to develop effective 
technique and optimise a player’s 
performance potential. 
 
Ellesmere aims to allow young 
players to fulfil their potential by 
providing a comprehensive tennis 
programme within the framework 
of a varied and supportive 
academic and community life. 
Help is given in advising a 
competitive schedule as well as 
individualised fitness programmes.  
 
 
Facilities 

 
The College has six floodlit hard courts. In 2004 a £1.3 million sports hall was 
opened which includes an indoor court. It has a fitness suite with facility for free 
weights and an indoor 
swimming pool opened in 
September 2007. Future 
plans include the 
construction of an all-
weather pitch (to include 
tennis courts) and an 
indoor tennis centre. 
 
The College has a link 
with the Welti Tennis 
Centre, Shrewsbury 
which offers additional 
excellent facilities 
including six indoor 
acrylic courts and four 
outdoor clay courts. 
 

Hannah Clarke (14) and Jo Bowen (15) 
Midlands U18 Girls’ League winners 



Recent Achievements 
 
2002  British Schools U19 Regional Winners 
2003  British Schools U19 Regional Winners 
2004   British Schools U19 Mixed Doubles National Finalists 
2005  Aberdare Cup - North West Regional Finalists 
2005   British Schools U19 Girls National Finalists 
2006   North West Regional Winners leading to Finals of Aberdare Cup 
2007   British Schools U13 Regional Finalists 
2008   North Shropshire U19 Girls’ Doubles & U19 Boys’ Doubles Winners 
2008  Midlands U18 Girls’ League Winners 
2009  North Shropshire U19 Boys’ Doubles Winners 
2009  Aegon League, Y8 Girls & Y10 Girls National Finalists 
2009  U19 Girls, U19 Mixed & U19 Boys National Finalists 
2009  Aberdare Cup - North West Regional Finalists 
2010  U19 Girls, U19 Mixed Doubles National Finalists 
2010  Y8 Girls & Y10 Girls National Finalists 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scholarships and financial assistance 
 
Scholarships: a tennis scholarship or award is based purely on merit. An award can 
be worth up to 50% of the fees (boarding or day) and is made on the basis of an 
assessment of tennis ability; where appropriate other skills can also be taken into 
account and a variety of other scholarships and all-rounder awards are available. As 
with all candidates for places at the College we need to be confident in offering 
places that prospective pupils can thrive academically at the school, and an 
academic and behavioural reference is an important part of any assessment. As a 
general guidance for considering any sporting scholarship at the College, a 
candidate - to be worthy of consideration - will be performing at a level above 
County representation standard. To be performing at this level by no means 
guarantees an award, but performance below this level would be an indication that a 
scholarship award was unlikely to be made. In exceptional circumstances awards 
may be supplemented additionally by bursaries. 
 
Bursaries: bursaries are best-regarded as means-tested merit awards below the 
standard of scholarship level. There are two aspects to the award of a bursary. An 
assessment of merit as outlined above and an assessment of parental financial cir-
cumstances. 
 
For further information on awards and bursaries please contact the College 
Admissions Department. 

U19 North Shropshire Boys and Girls winners 2008 



 
 

 
Director of Academy: Nikki Hoy  
LTA Club Coach Award - Licensed 
Represented Shropshire at Senior Level 
Represented Essex at Junior Level 
Captained Shropshire U18 
Captained Essex U18  
Non-playing captain GB U12 v Spain 
2003 
 
Coach: Oliver Gold 
LTA Development Coach Award 
Licensed 
 
Coach: Jamie Donaghy 
CCA Coach - Licensed 
Represented Shropshire at Junior & 
Senior Level 
Captained Shropshire U18 Girls 
 
Visiting Coach: 
Charles Applewaite 
Former Director of Coaching, LTA 
Former Director of Coaching, Tennis 
Wales 
 
Head of Girls’ Games: 
Helen Davenport 
BSc Sports Science/Physical Education, 
Chester College 
PGCe Physical Education, University of 
Wales Institute, Cardiff 
 
Member of PE Staff: 
Gareth Owen 
B.Ed. (Hons) Sports Science, Carnegie 
College 
Previous Post: Lecturer in Sports 
Science, Chester College 
 
Member of PE Staff: 
Sharon Owen 
B.Ed. (Hons) Sports Science, Carnegie 
College 
Previous Post: Lecturer in Sports 
Science and Analytical Studies 
University Representative Tennis 
 
 

 
Fitness: Mark Lewin 
Individual fitness programmes through 
specialist company Power for Sports 
 
Physiotherapist: Rob Booth 
Physiotherapist for the RFU at Oswestry, 
Shropshire, North Midlands and national 
tournaments 
 
 
 

Academy Advisors:  
 
Barbara Goolden 
LTA Registered Professional Licensed 
Coach 
Cert. Ed, Bedford College and 
Cambridge Institute 
Represented North Wales at Senior and 
Junior Level and Shropshire at Senior 
Level 
Assisted with Welsh National Junior 
Squad and West Midlands and 
Shropshire Squads 
Former member of North Wales and 
Shropshire Tournament Committees 
and Shropshire Tennis Council 
Member of Shropshire Schools’ Tennis 
Association 
 
Catherine Sabin 
Certificate of Education IM Marsh 
Specialist College of Physical Education 
Liverpool Institute 
Previous Post: Assistant Head Idsall 
School, Specialist Sports College 
Member of the main board of the LTA 
Chairman of DFS Classic 
BSTA Management Committee 
Member of the National Tennis 
Operations Advisory and Scrutiny Board 
LTA Councillor on British Schools Tennis 
Association 
LTA Child Protection Officer, Shropshire 
Junior County Close Tournament 
Director 

Academy Staff 

For further information please contact Paul Goodwin , Director of Admissions, Ellesmere 
College, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 9AB; email: Pau l.goodwin@ellesmere.com; 

tel: +44 1691 622321. 


