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The Ellesmere Pre-Sixth Form Course is a one-year course designed 
to prepare students from outside the UK for Sixth Form studies 
(both IB and A Level) at an English language medium school. The 
focus is on improving spoken and written English and achieving GCSE 
qualifications in the core subjects before moving on to the Sixth Form 
in the following year. It can be taken at Higher or Foundation level. 

The Pre-Sixth course supports students for success in an English 
medium school, and, at the same time, provides the experience of full 
participation in an English boarding school. When Pre-Sixth students 
join the Sixth Form, they can confidently embark upon their Sixth 
Form courses (either A Level or International Baccalaureate Diploma) 
without the need of a settling in period, and so enter fully into the life 
of the school from the day that they arrive at Ellesmere.

Ellesmere Pre-Sixth prepares students academically, linguistically  
and socially for success in the Sixth Form.

Welcome to the Ellesmere College  
Pre-Sixth Form course
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Students who have successfully studied English for at least three 
years will normally be placed on the Pre-Sixth Higher course and be 
integrated with British students for most of their classes, although a 
small number of subjects will be taught separately. For the Pre-Sixth 
Higher course, an intermediate level of English is necessary. You will be 
able to cope with overall meaning in most situations and to express 
extended ideas (4.5 and above on the IELTS scale). The Pre-Sixth 
students at Ellesmere experience full participation in the life of an 
English boarding school. 

The Pre-Sixth Foundation course is for those with a basic level 
of English. You will be able to read simple text, understand basic 
conversations, and express simple ideas. 

Pre-Sixth Higher students follow a rigorous academic syllabus leading 
to GCSE or IGCSE qualifications at the end of the year. Students 
on the Pre-Sixth Foundation will take a smaller number of GCSE or 
IGCSE qualifications.

As well as being an excellent preparation for IB and A Level study, 
the Pre-Sixth course at Ellesmere features close pastoral care and 
guidance with well qualified staff. With supervised study in the evenings 
and full involvement in extra-curricular activities, students enter fully 
into school life. There is also a weekend activities programme.

What level of English do students need 
to enter this course?

Pre-Sixth Course 2015/16 03

Tel: 01691 622 321 • Email: InternationalRegistrar@ellesmere.com



This course prepares students with the English they need to be 
successful on IB or A Level courses. All pre-sixth students follow a 
demanding language course where significant progress is expected. 
The language levels of all pre-sixth form students are assessed on 
entry; the first week of the first term provides further opportunity 
for an assessment week for language levels.  During this period pupils 
are given the time to settle in to the school and to show how they 
perform in classes. After the first week, all students take a reading and 
writing test. 

Students receive English tuition dependent on their language level. 
Higher course students receive a minimum of six lessons of English 
Language tuition per week and are expected to achieve grade A*-C 
on the IGCSE English exam at the end of the year. Foundation Course 
students receive a minimum of 12 periods of English Language tuition 
per week and are expected to achieve grade B-D on the IGCSE 
English as a Second Language exam at the end of the year.  All may take 
extra English lessons, if felt necessary, which are a chargeable extra.

The focus is on improving spoken and written English before moving  
on to Sixth Form. When Pre-Sixth students join the Sixth Form they 
can feel confident and prepared for their A Level or International 
Baccalaureate courses.

Linguistic preparation
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Pupils have limited English and so follow an intensive 
English course with English lessons every day.

They also study:

Maths, Science, Economics, Design, and Native Language.

Higher level

A standard of 4.5 IELTS is required. Students are placed in classes 
with English students based on ability. They study and take GCSE 
exams as follows:

English, Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Physics (either all three, 
two, or one, depending on prior learning), Economics.

With the possibility of joining classes in a language  
(these will vary year to year) such as:

Spanish, French, Latin, German.

Native language classes can be arranged for most languages. 
Additional English can be provided as a chargeable extra

Intermediate level

Academic preparation
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“I decided to stay at Ellesmere 
College for Sixth Form because 
I thought I would get better 
grades at the college than in 
Germany. Because of the revision 
classes and regular testing that 
Ellesmere does. I liked it because 
there are always friends around 
me and because of all the 
facilities for sport and art, you 
always had something to do. 

Life doesn’t get boring  
at Ellesmere”

Florian Guenter

“When I came to Ellesmere 
College I thought I would 
stay for a year, but I changed 
my decision and I stayed for 
another two years to  
study the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma. 

The reason why I changed my 
mind was that it’s a lot more 
interesting at Ellesmere than in 
my old school in Germany. This 
was because lessons are more 
active, especially in science.

Another reason is that school 
life after lessons is good fun 
because of all the different 
activities and sport you can do.”

Robert Kuhlmann

“I enjoyed my time at Ellesmere 
college. My friends were around 
all the time and you had free 
time with them to go to the 
Gym, and do Tennis or Football. 

The good thing is that you not 
only have friends from your 
own country but you meet so 
many new people, especially in 
your boarding house. 

The lessons were much more 
exciting than in my old school 
in Germany. Science had more 
experiments, the other subjects 
had more discussion and you 
learn so much more.”

Frederick Opitz

In their own words: Life at Ellesmere

Student profiles
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“I chose to study at Ellesmere, 
mostly because of my parents. 
They asked what I thought about 
studying in another country. I liked 
the idea. 

We then chose England because the 
quality of teaching is considered to 
be the best in the world. Ellesmere 
College was very different from 
the schools in Lithuania. Ellesmere 
opens up opportunities to develop 
your sport skills. 

 The best thing about being a 
boarder was that you do have 
the chance to communicate with 
people from all parts of the world, 
and you get the best quality of 
teaching.”

Laura Pavlidi

“The day that I started at 
Ellesmere I was probably the 
most excited I had been in all my 
life! The atmosphere was really 
welcoming – everyone was so kind 
and helpful. I enjoyed myself very 
much and I made good friends. 

The best thing about this school 
was sport. The sport was played 
to a very high standard and I 
felt privileged to be able to take 
part and able to use all the good 
facilities that Ellesmere had to offer. 

My English improved every day and 
I am enjoyed learning new words.”

Rusne Butkute

“I experienced really different 
moments, and learnt a lot. I 
found most of the subjects really 
enjoyable but it was hard for me 
to learn everything in English – 
that’s why I went to Ellesmere in 
Year 11, not straight to Sixth Form. 

I faced a number of challenges but 
with the support of the teachers I 
overcome them. I even became a 
Prefect! I’m really glad about this 
because when I heard that new 
boarders can become Prefects, it 
was my dream to achieve this, so 
it’s really nice”

Paula Pratuseviciute
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For further details please contact: Admissions Department 
Ellesmere College, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9AB
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For more insights into Ellesmere College, follow us on:

@ellesmerecoll/ellesmerecoll

• Excellent preparation for IB or A Level study

• Courses leading to exam qualifications at the end of one year study

• Language instruction according to need

• Well-qualified staff

• Integration into the boarding life of the community

• International mix of students

• Full involvement in extra-curricular activities

• Access to good IT facilities

• Supervised study in the evenings

• Close pastoral care and guidance

• Weekend programme of activities

• Superb sports facilities

Features of the Pre-Sixth 
course at Ellesmere
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