


The Ellesmere College Pre-Sixth Form

Course

The Ellesmere Pre-Sixth is a one-year course designed to prepare students from outside the UK for sixth-
form studies (both IB and A Level) at an English language medium school. The focus is on improving spo-

ken and written English and achieving GCSE qualifications in the core subjects
Sixth Form in the following year. It can be taken at Higher or Foundation Level.

What level of English do students need to enter this course?

For Pre-Sixth Foundation a basic level of English is necessary.

Students will be able to read simple texts, understand basic conversations and express simple

ideas.

before moving on to the

For Pre-Sixth Higher students an intermediate level of English is necessary.

Students will be able to cope with overall meaning in most situations and to express extended

ideas in English. (4.5 and above on the IELTS scale.)

German students who have successfully studied English for at least 3 years will usually be placed on the

Pre-Sixth Higher course without advance testing.

Pre-Sixth prepares students academically, linguisti

for success in the Sixth Form.

cally and socially

ACADEMIC PREPARATION

All students follow a rigorous academic syllabus in
Maths, Science and English leading to GCSE or — )
IGCSE qualifications at the end of the year. oy >

Pre-Sixth Higher students also take exam courses ¥
in Humanities: Geography and History.

Pre-Sixth Higher students may also take additional
languages: French, Latin and Spanish are
available (students from Germany must normally
take one of these in addition to English).




Students whose first language is German, Chinese, Russian or Romanian may take a course in their
native language. In the case of German and Chinese this course leads to an A Level at the end of
one year.

There is some flexibility between the two
courses. Foundation students who
progress quickly may be able to attend
some Higher level courses, but will not
take the final exam. Higher level students
who need extra support can attend some
Foundation level lessons in addition to
their own.

LINGUISTIC PREPARATION

This course prepares students with the English they need to be successful on IB or A Level courses. All pre
-Sixth students follow a demanding language course where significant progress is expected.

Students receive English tuition dependant on
their language level.

Higher Course students receive a minimum of
6 lessons of English language tuition per week
and are expected to achieve grade A*-C on the
IGCSE English as a Second Language exam at
the end of the year.

Intermediate Course students receive a minimum
of 15 periods of English tuition per week and are
expected to achieve grade B-E on the IGCSE
English as a Second Language exam at the end
of the year.

How is language level assessed on entry?
Observation for one week - all students are taught together for the first week. During this period they are
given time to settle in to the school and show how they perform in classes.

After a week, all students take an English reading and writing test

SOCIAL PREPARATION

The Pre-Sixth course supports students for
success in an English medium school, and, at
the same time, provides the experience of full
participation in an English boarding school.

When pre-Sixth students join the Sixth Form,
they can confidently embark upon their sixth
form courses (either A level or International
Baccalaureate Diploma) without the need of a
settling-in period, and so enter fully into the life
of the school from the day that they arrive at
Ellesmere.



A summary of the features of the
Pre-Sixth course at Ellesmere

excellent preparation for IB or A Level study

courses leading to exam qualifications at the end of one
year study

language instruction provided according to need

all language instruction included in fees — no extra charges
for EAL

well-qualified staff

integration into the boarding life of the community
international mix of students

full involvement in extra-curricular activities
access to good ICT facilities

supervised study in the evenings

close pastoral care and guidance

weekend programme of activities

superb sports facilities

For further details please contact:

The Admissions Department, Ellesmere College, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9AB.

Telephone +44 1691 622321
Email: admissions.secretary@ellesmere.com




