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A World School  
 

IB Mission Statement 
 

ά¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ŀŎŎŀƭŀǳǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛƴǉǳƛǊƛƴƎΣ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. 

 
To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and international organisations to develop challenging 

programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 
 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΣ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦέ 

 
Ellesmere College was authorised as an IB World School in 2006, the year the International Baccalaureate 

Organisation welcomed its 500,000th student. 
 

For further information about Ellesmere College contact  
admissions.secretary@ellesmere.com or visit the website www.ellesmere.com 

 

 

mailto:admission.secretary@ellesmere.com
http://www.ellesmere.com/


 4 

The Sixth Form at Ellesmere 

 
 

 
     Decisions you need to consider: 
 
ü Which subjects do you enjoy most? 
 
ü Which are you best at?  The IB requires a 
ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ р ƎǊŀŘŜ /Ωǎ ŀǘ D/{9 ƻǊ ƎǊŀŘŜ н 
and above for International students. 

 
ü Which might you need for a particular 

career or university? 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
You do not need to make choices without help ς For our current pupils your Tutor, Heads of Department and 
the Careers staff are all ready to offer guidance.  For our new pupils help is on hand from our IB Co-ordinator, 
Dr Ian Tompkins and our Head of Sixth Form, Mr Philip Wood, We want a varied but successful Sixth Form 
concentrating on individual potential and achievement. We will help you make the right decision for you. 

 

 

 

 
The successful sixth former: 
 
ü will need to work hard and be prepared to 

read around his/her subject choices 
ü will develop skills of independent research 

and analysis which will prove essential at 
university and beyond 

ü will be encouraged to organise time efficiently 
ς to allow opportunities for extra-curricular 
activities or socialising 

ü will be able to show initiative and take 
responsibility both in and out of the classroom 

ü will be treated as a reliable young adult ς and 
be expected to respond accordingly 
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Outside the classroom 
 
 
Ellesmere offers a full programme of activities and games. On Wednesday afternoon everyone is expected to 
take part in some physical activity with more choice than that offered to Middle School. The Sports Hall, Golf 

Course, Squash and Tennis Courts are all available, together with the Fitness Room and Sailing facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Traditionally Sixth Formers organise a series of social events during the year such as a Hawaiian barbecue 
ƻǊ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ bƛƎƘǘ tŀǊǘȅΣ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ in the end of year Ball on the Terraces. This event with fireworks 
and dodgems is always well attended by both students and parents. 

 

 
 
 
On Thursday, all Sixth Formers are encouraged to 
involve themselves in our activities programme. 
The Combined Cadet Force remains popular, as 
does the Duke of Edinburgh Award, together with 
Social Services and some new options such as film 
making and Arts Centre Box Office.  IB students 
will complete the CAS element of the IB alongside 
other students. 
 

 

 
To relax Sixth Form have use of the Sixth Form 
Centre with its seminar rooms and computer 
rooms and also of Sixth Form Club which has 
coffee facilities and a TV room. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
AT ELLESMERE COLLEGE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          
 
The International Baccalaureate is a comprehensive and challenging pre-university course that demands the 
best from both students and teachers. It is a sophisticated two year course covering a wide range of academic 
subjects. It has stood the test of time for over half a million students across 119 countries of the world since 
мфсуΦ L. 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нмst 
century, when young people are competing for work in a globalised society. 
 
The IB Diploma is now well established and unites many students across the world in a shared academic 
experience, promoting critical thinking and intercultural understanding. The International Baccalaureate was 
introduced at Ellesmere in September 2006, providing an exciting new challenge. 
 
At Ellesmere great emphasis has always been placed on breadth of education.  The IB Programme widens this 
breadth yet builds on already established strengths within the College such as our sporting reputation, 
outward bound opportunities, community based activities and the Arena Arts programme. 
 
 
             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why should I take IB? 
 
* It takes the best elements of many national systems and combines them. 
* It emphasizes critical thinking. 
* It exposes students to different points of view and fosters intercultural understanding. 
* It has equal relevance wherever you study in the world. 
* It is recognized by universities the world over. 
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International Baccalaureate Diploma 
 
bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǇǳǇƛƭ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
 
IƻǳǎŜ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ       ¢ǳǘƻǊ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
 
If new to the school please leave /Tutor blank but provide email instead. 
 
The following matrix sets out the subjects provisionally available for the IB Diploma for our cohort in 
September.  Please circle one subject from each of the Groups 1 to 6 so that 6 subjects are chosen in total, 
three at Higher Level and three at Standard Level.  The circuits are subject to slight amendments and a final 
version is published in May. 

 
 M 

Studies in 

Language and 

Literature 

(First language)  

N 

Language 

acquisition  

(Second 

language) 

O 

Individuals and 

Societies  

P 

Experimental 

Sciences 

Q 

Mathematics  

R 

The Arts and 

Electives  

Higher 

Level 

English A: 

Litera ture  

English A: 

Language and 

Literature  

History  Biology Mathematics  Chemistry  

 German A: 

Literature  

French B Economics Physics  English A: 

language and 

literature  

   Business and 

Management 

  Geography 

      Music 

      Spanish B 

      Theatre  

      Visual Arts  

       

Standard 

Level 

English A: 

Literature  

English A: 

Language and 

Literature  

History  Biology Mathematics  Chemistry  

 German A: 

Literature  

French B Economics Physics Mathematical 

Studies  

English A: 

Language and 

Literature  

 Self -Study 

Litera ture ð 

Other Language  

Spanish ab initio  Business and 

Management 

Environmental 

Systems and 

Societies  

 Geography 

      Music 

      Spanish B 

      Theatre  

      Visual Arts  

 
Spanish ab initio ƛǎ ŀ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ the language before.  Latin may 
be available by negotiation. 
 
Registrations after Easter must choose from the final circuits as published in May. 
 
All students must study their first language in Group One.  If that is a language other than the ones listed, 
please state which is your language underneath the self-study box. 
Students whose first language is not English must take English A: Language and Literature as a second 
language in either Group 2 or Group 6.   
 
German pupils should be aware that some German universities do not recognise Environmental Systems and Societies or Mathematical 
Studies.  They require you to study Biology, Chemistry or Physics and Mathematics, with at least one of these courses studied at Higher 
Level.  Most German universities require you to study either History, Economics or Geography, so if you choose Business and 
Management in Group 3, you must choose Geography in Group 6.  You are advised to consult your agent about the requirements of the 
universities in your country to ensure that the subjects chosen are appropriate. 
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A BROAD SPECTRUM OF SUBJECTS 
 
IB Diploma Programme students choose to study six subjects, one from each of the subject areas around the 
hexagon. Three are studied at Higher Level and three at Standard Level.   
You will need 5 GCSE grades at C or equivalent to access this course.  
 
 

GROUP ONE 
Studies in Language and Literature 
(best language or native language) 

       
 
 
 
GROUP TWO               GROUP THREE 

 Language acquisition      Individuals and Societies 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
      GROUP FOUR             GROUP FIVE 
 Experimental Sciences                         Mathematics  
 
 
                 GROUP SIX 
             The Arts and Elective Subjects 
 
The IB Programme, however, is about more than these six subjects.  At its heart are three core requirements 
that are integral to the curriculum and that make the Diploma Programme unique. 
 
*  Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 
This is one of the most important elements of the DP course. It challenges students to question the bases of 
knowledge and to reflect critically on how they acquire knowledge and use it within their different areas of 
study. 
 
*  Extended Essay 
The Extended Essay is a formal piece of writing, of not more than 4,000 words, based upon independent 
research within a particular subject of your own choosing (yet within the IB subject areas).  The Extended Essay 
is one of the central parts of the IB Diploma along with CAS and Theory of Knowledge.  Its purpose is to 
provide candidates with an opportunity to engage in independent research and produce an in depth study of a 
limited topic within a subject. Emphasis is placed upon personal research.  A successful Extended Essay will 
provide you with both an excellent piece of work to discuss at university or job interviews and also excellent 
research skills to carry forward with you to university. 
The intellectual and time management skills needed to deal with this long-term project are considerable.  The 
Extended Essay takes around 40 hours to write once you have decided on the title and done your planning.  
With the right choice of topic it should also be interesting and intellectually rewarding. 
 
Recent examples of successful Extended Essays titles include: 

 Is academic failure predetermined for students with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)? 

 Which psychological issues do children and teenagers suffering from cancer have to face? 

 ¢ƘŜ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ²ŀƭƭ ŦŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǊōŀŎƘŜǾ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
most important reason for the collapse of the Wall in 1989? 

 

Extended essay 
 

Theory of 
Knowledge 

 

Creativity Action 
Service 
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 What is the degree of competition in the bread market in Pullach? 

 What different approaches to the portrayal of women are presented in the animated feature films 
ά{ƴƻǿ ²ƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǾŜƴ 5ǿŀǊǾŜǎέ ōȅ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ LƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜǎέ ōȅ tƛȄŀǊΚ 

 
*  Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) 
This allows students to gain real life experiences beyond the classroom and develop leadership skills. To fulfill 
these requirements students must take part in artistic (Creative) activities, sports, expeditions or 
local/international projects (Action) and community or social services projects (Service). 
 

 
Why should I study for the IB at Ellesmere? 

 
* Our students win places at top universities. 
* A well established sporting/activities programme. 
* Well qualified and experienced specialist teachers. 
* An established ethos for educating the all round individual. 
* Opportunities for trips abroad, either subject or activities based, are promoted every year.  
* The IB should increase your chances when competing for a top university placement. 

 

     

An excellent educational experience with an international perspective? 

What do the students say? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Why might I take IB? 
 

* The IB is highly valued at top universities. 
* You want to sustain a broad range of subjects. 
* You are thinking of working or studying overseas. 
ϝ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻǇŜƴΦ 
* You want an education that is based on intercultural understanding and scholarship. 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ά¢ƘŜ L. 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
made me appreciate different realities and understand human behaviour. The IB programme is a source of 
ŜǘƘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ Lǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 
 
ά¢ƘŜ L. 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƎƻƻŘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ rigours of college level 
ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎΦέ       
 
ά²Ƙŀǘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ relationship between the topics we were covering in class 
and current events. Doing the IB Diploma Economics course meant that I was able to really understand the 
meaning of concepts that are often headline material but that are just as often ignored or mƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘΦέ     
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Language A: Literature  
 (Native Language) 

 
¢ƘŜ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ŀŎŎŀƭŀǳǊŜŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ  /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 
we provide for English and German as a taught course and French, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Arabic, Russian and 
Romanian as self-study courses.  Other languages can be offered according to the needs of future students. 
 
The IBO states that any language, if a minority language for that particular school, may be offered through the self 
study route, at standard level only.  A visiting tutor will come into school to help and advise and the student will 
read and study the literature he or she selects from the IB World Reading List. Exams, presentations and course 
work are the same for self study students as for class taught Standard Level Group One Languages.  
 
When you join the Literature Classes expect: 
 
 

 
 

     
 
 
 

éto make an active and energetic 
contribution to lessons!  

 

 éand to enjoy the process of sharing 
your opinions and reading  experiences 
with others.  
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Language A: Literature 
IB Group 1 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 
The English Literature Course will appeal to those who have an interest in exploring the human world through 
one of its most complex and intriguing products ς Literature. The course is ideally suited to foster the central 
tenet of IB philosophy: the celebration of different cultures and the sharing of ideas across geographical and 
ideological boundaries. In order to enjoy the course, you will need some experience of reading serious 
literature but, most importantly, you will need to be a flexible thinker who enjoys the challenge of new ideas. 
 
Aims and Objectives: 
 

 ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ and oral communication skills through the study of a wide range of 
literary texts from different historical periods and different linguistic/cultural traditions; 

 To promote the skills of close reading and literary analysis;  

 ¢ƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǎǎƛƳƛƭation of the opinions of others while forming their own independent 
judgements;  

 To promote an understanding and appreciation of cultural diversity while exploring through literary 
texts the ideas and concerns that are common to all humans; 

 To encourage imaginative/ abstract thinking and a creative approach to problem solving; 

 To guide students in their appreciation of literature as a means of interpreting and understanding 
lived, human experience; 

 To support students in their own literary writing. 
 
Course Overview 
 
The programme of study in the English Literature course is designed so that native speakers (or those with 
sufficient fluency and confidence in the language) can address the aims and objectives outlined above. Higher 
level students study 15 texts and Standard level study 11. At both levels the selection of texts is such as to 
allow all students to move outside the limitations of a single culture and explore diversity while comparative 
study (especially in Part One World Literature) allows students to address the common themes and 
preoccupations which link all human thought and literary endeavour. 
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Course Component:  
Part 1 ς Works in Translation 

 
Special Requirements:  
²ƻǊƪǎ ¢ŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ t[¢ ƭƛǎǘΦ ¢ŜȄǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ άōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ  о ¢ŜȄǘǎ ŀǘ I[Σ н ¢ŜȄǘǎ ŀǘ {[Φ 
 
Final Product: 
Written Assignment a) Reflective statement (300-400 words)   b) Literary essay on ONE work (1200-1500 words); 
b) Literary essay on ONE work (1200-1500 words); Stage 3 by end of Term 2; essay draft during Easter holiday.  
Final submission ς stage 4 - first half of Term 3. 
 
Assessment 
IB ς 25% 
 
Notes: 
1.   Interactive Oral: focused class discussion incl. teacher and students. Each student must be responsible for 

initiating discussion in at least one IO. At least 1 oral per work (30 mins). 
2.   Reflective statements on IOs.  
3.   Developing topics ς supervised writing tasks.   
4.   Production of essay. 
 
Course Component:  
Part 2 ς Detailed Study 

 
Special Requirements:  
Works taken from PLA list.  Each work from a different genre and by a different author.  Emphasis is upon close 
reading and the detailed analysis of content and technique and development of ability to articulate (orally) a 
personal response.  3 Texts at HL, 2 Texts at SL. 
 
Final Product: 
Individual Oral Commentary (IOC) and questions on an extract from a Part 2 work.  (10minutes) and discussion of 
other Part 2 texts (10 minutes).  Term 5. 
 
Assessment 
Internally assessed (recorded and externally moderated by IB) ς 15%.  
 
Notes: 
At HL one of the genres MUST be poetry. 
 
Course Component:  
Part 3 ς Literary Genres 

 
Special Requirements:  
Works taken from PLA list must be chosen from the same literary genre.  A comparative study of texts through 
exploration of literary conventions associated with a specific genre.  4 Texts at HL, 3 Texts at SL. 
 
Final Product: 
HL: 2 hour examination (Paper 2) ς students answer 1 question based on at least 2 works.  Term 6. 
SL: 1.5 hour examination (Paper 2) ς students answer 1 question based on at least 2 works.  Term 6. 
 
Assessment 
IB ς 25% 
 
Notes: 
All texts SAME genre. 
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Course Component:  
Part 4 - Options 
 
Special Requirements:  
Free choice of texts.  Students learn to express their literacy understanding through an effective oral 
presentation. 
 
Final Product: 
Individual Oral Presentation (IOP) (10-15minutes).  Term 5. 
 
Assessment 
Internally assessed then externally moderated by IB through Part 2 moderation. 
 
Notes: 
aŀǊƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘ н Lh/Φ 
 
Course Component:  
Exam Paper 1 ς Literary Commentary 
 
Final Product: 
SL: 1.5 hour exam:  Guided Literary Analysis.  Students write a guided literary analysis (on one previously 
unseen passage of either prose or poetry) in response to 2 questions. 
HL: 2 hour exam:  Literary Commentary.  Students write a commentary on a previously unseen passage of 
either prose or poetry.  Term 6. 
 
Assessment 
IB ς 20% 
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English Language and Literature  
IB Group 2 

 
Introduction 
 
The Language/Literature courses are designed for those students who are fluent users of the language. At 
present Ellesmere offers English and the following information is specific to that particular course but the 
general criteria and requirements would apply to any other language studied. In order to cope with the 
Language/Literature courses students should be: 

 Native or near-native speakers who wish to study a different language from their A1 language. 

 Bilingual (in reading or writing or both) 

 Living in a country where the target language is spoken. 

 Being taught other subjects in the target language. 
In order to enjoy the course students should be curious about language and its uses, flexible-thinking about 
and appreciative of literature and willing to engage with a wide range of social issues. 
 
Aims and Objectives 

 To enable students to use the language in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes 

 To enable students to use the language appropriately 

 To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and 
appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures 

 ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

 To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge 
of the language. 

 To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

 ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
they are familiar. 
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Outline of Course 
 

Course Component:  
Part 1 ς Language in a Cultural Context. 
 
Special Requirements:  
Students must be exposed to a range of text types. Their study of these must lead them to analyse how 
audience and purpose affect the structure and context of texts, to analyse the impact of language changes and 
to analyse how language and meaning are shaped by culture and context. Texts may be chosen freely from 
and sources, genres and media. Extracts from literary works must not serve as the major focus of study. There 
should be a topic holding together the choice of texts. 
 
Final Product: 
SL students will produce one Written Task and an Oral Activity.  HL students will produce two Written Tasks.  In 
ǘƻǘŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ²¢Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻƴŜ ό{[ύ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ όI[ύ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜd in 
stages over the duration of the course. 
 
Assessment 
IB ς Written Tasks 20%.  Oral activity 15%. 
 
Notes: 
This part of the course is essential in providing students with the necessary skills and terminology to prepare 
them for the task in Paper 1. 

 
Course Component:  
Part 2 ς Language and Mass Communication. 
 
Special Requirements:  
Students must be offered a wide range of how language is used in the Media: newspapers, magazines, radio, 
TV, film, internet and multi-modal communication.  They must become aware of the potential for the Media to 
have educational, political or ideological influence and come to understand how language and image are used 
to inform, persuade and entertain. 
 
Final Product: 
Students will be assessed by a Further Oral Activity and at HL a Written task.  This section also helps to prepare 
students for Paper 1. 
 
Assessment 
Written task assessed by IB.  Oral activity internally assessed (recorded and externally moderated by IB).  15%. 
 
Notes: 
This part of the course is essential in providing students with the necessary skills and terminology to prepare 
them for the task in Paper 1. 
 
Course Component:  
Part 3 ς Literature ς Texts and Contexts. 
 
Special Requirements:  
At SL two works, one from the PLT and one from the PLA, or chosen freely.  At HL three works, one form the 
PLT, one from the PLA and one chosen freely ς and which may be work in translation. 
 
Final Product: 
HL: 2 hour examination (Paper 2).  Term 6 
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Assessment 
IB ς 25%. 
 
Notes: 
In the syllabus overall (Parts 3 and 4) the texts must cover at least two literary genres, two periods and where 
appropriate two places as defined in the PLA for Language A. 
 
Course Component:  
Part 4 ς Literature-Critical Study. 
 
Special Requirements:  
Here candidates are required to explore their literary works in great detail.  They will be expected to analyse 

elements such as theme, the ethical stance or moral values of the texts and to understand and make 
appropriate use of literary terms.  At SL ς two texts from the PLA, at HL ς three texts from the PLA. 

 
Final Product: 
Individual Oral Commentary (10-15 minutes).  Term 5.  At HL by a Written task* 
 
Assessment 
Internally assessed and recorded then externally moderated by IB  - 15%. 
 
Notes: 
*At some point towards the end of the course HL must complŜǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά¢ŀǎƪ нέΦ  IŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

response to one of the prescribed questions covering the various topics covered in the course: Reader and 
Culture; Power and Privilege; Text and Genre.  This must be a formal essay. 

 
Course Component:  
Exam Paper 1 - Literary Commentary. 
 
Final Product: 
SL: 1.5 hour exam ς Textual Analysis.  The paper consists of two unseen texts.  Students write an analysis of one of 

these. 
HL: 2 hour exam ς Comparative Textual Analysis.  The paper consists of two pairs of unseen texts.  Students write 

a comparative analysis of one of the pairs. 
 
Assessment 
IB ς 25% 
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Language B and Ab Initio (Beginners)  
IB Group 2 

 
THE NATURE OF LANGUAGE B ς French, Spanish, German 

 
Language B is a foreign language course designed for students with some previous experience of the language.  
It may be studied at either higher level or standard level.  The main focus of the course is on language 
acquisition and development in the four primary language skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  
These language skills will be developed through the study and use of a range of written and spoken material, 
from everyday exchanges to literary texts.   
 
At both higher and standard level, the student will not only learn basic language structures, but will be able to 
use the language in a range of situations, such as the world of work, social relationships and, at higher level, 
may include the discussion of abstract ideas.   
 
The aim of the course is to enable students to be competent in three areas: 
 

 Language ς handling the language system accurately. 
 

 Cultural interaction ς selecting language appropriate to a particular cultural and social context. 
 

 

 Message ς understanding ideas and how they are organized in order to communicate them 
appropriately. 

 
During the course of study, students will be encouraged to develop confidence in the use of the language, 
sensitivity to the audience and an ability to communicate their ideas clearly. 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Higher Level students will study topics in greater depth than Standard Level students, and will therefore be 
expected to tackle more demanding tasks in the written examinations.   
 
The written examinations account for 70% of the marks and are taken in the second year of the course.  One 
written examination has comprehension and language manipulation exercise, whilst the other involves writing 
an essay.  Candidates may choose from a list, with a range of registers.  The third requirement at Standard 
Level is a written assignment of 300-400 words plus a 100 word rationale based on a syllabus core topic.  At 
Higher Level the requirement is a 500-600 word essay with a 150 word rationale.  These assignments are 
conducted under teacher supervision over a maximum period of four hours, although not necessarily in one 
sitting. 
 
The oral exam accounts for 30% of the marks and is also taken in the second year.  Candidates are examined 
individually, when they are expected to express knowledge and opinions of topics they have chosen to 
research, as well as being required to take part in group discussions.   
 

LANGUAGE AB INITIO (BEGINNERS) ς FRENCH, SPANISH, GERMAN 
 
As well as Language B, which is offered in French, German and Spanish, it is also possible for students to study 
one of these languages at ab initio (beginners) level if they have not studied the language before.  The makeup 
of the exam differs slightly from Language B.  The two examinations and written assignment comprise 75% of 
the overall mark, with the remaining 25% comprising of just one individual oral.  The written assignment is 
200-300 words, with no rationale required and is completed in one single sitting of no more than two hours 
under teacher supervision. 
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 Business & Management  
IB Group 3 

 
Course information 
 
What is it all about? 
Business and Management is the rigorous and critical study of the ways in which individuals and groups 
interact in a dynamic business environment. It is an academic discipline that examines how business decisions 
are made and the impact of these decisions on internal and external environments. Business and Management 
provides students with the skills to make sense of the circumstances that drive change in an interdependent 
and multicultural world. Emphasis is placed on the ideals of international cooperation and responsive 
citizenship. 

The course involves a study of: 

 An Introduction to Organisations ς including the need for business organisations, the different types 
of organisations and their objectives. 

 The External Environment ς including different environments in which organisations operate. 

 Marketing ς including marketing strategies to achieve organisational objectives and in response to the 
changing environment. 

 Human Resource Management ς including the way people influence, and are influenced by, 
organisations in order to achieve organisational objectives. 

 Operations Management ς including operation decision making, linking, in particular, with human 
resource management, quality assurance and customer care.  

 Accounting and Finance - including how organisations manage their finance and the strengths and 
limitations of the tools of financial analysis.  

Before you start the course: 

No previous knowledge of Business and Management is presumed and therefore there are no special course 
requirements, although it is recommended that students will have achieved at least a grade C at GCSE (or 
equivalent) in Mathematics. 
What are the aims of the course? 

 To promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural perspectives. 

 To encourage a holistic view of the world of business 

 To enable candidates to develop the capacity to think critically 

 ¢ƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ 

 To enable candidates to appreciate the pace, nature and significance of change 

What areas will this lead me into? 

Business and Management draws from such a varied range of sources that it is 
suitable for most occupations. It is widely accepted by universities for many diverse courses and employers 
recognise its strong practical respectability. Future careers may include management, retailing, marketing, 
sales, accountancy, research, the civil service and consultancy. This course will provide students with a wide 
range of transferable skills and can, therefore, be useful in many other subjects and careers. 

"This class gives 
real-life insight 
to the business 
world and why 
companies do 
what they do." 
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How is the course assessed? 
 

Higher level Method of Assessment Exam 
Weighting  

Paper 1 Based on a pre-issued case study 
5 compulsory questions 
2 extended response questions of which one must be 
answered 

2¼ Hours 

 

40% 

Paper 2 6 data response questions of which 4 must be answered 
2¼ hours 

 

35% 

Internal 
Assessment 

 

A Research Project based on real-world organisational 
issues and decision making. 

Between 2,000 - 3,000 words 

 

25% 

Standard Level Method of Assessment Exam 
Weighting 

Paper 1 Based on a pre-issued case study 

4 compulsory questions    (1¼ hours) 

 

40% 

Paper 2 

 

 

5 Data response questions of which 3 must be answered 

(1¾ hours) 

 

40% 

Internal 
Assessment 

 

A written Assignment applying tools, techniques and theory 
to a real life business situation or problem. Between 1,000 
and 2,000 words 

 

20% 

 
What other opportunities are there? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

CIM MARKETING 
CHALLENGE 
The students develop a 
national marketing strategy 
for a real business. Currently 
working on a campaign for 
Direct Line insurance. 

 

PROSHARE 
CHALLENGE 
Students compete 
with other schools 
around the country 
with on online share 

portfolio. 

 

BUSINESS TRIPS 
These are various and include: 
Rolls Royce 
Manchester United 
Kellogg's 
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Economics  
IB Group 3 

 
Course information 
 
What is it all about? 
 
Economics is the scientific study of choices made by individuals, firms and governments, and the effect of 
these choices on the economy. It is an academic subject which provides a good link between science and arts 
subjects. It is scientific in its investigative nature and requires good logical and analytical skills together with 
the ability to produce convincing written argument. The study of Economics should enable students to 
understand better the current economic issues that affect their lives.  It should enable students to recognise 
problems faced by themselves and others and to offer informed comment on economic problems. 

The course involves a study of: 

Higher and Standard Level 

Part 1: Introduction to Economics 
Introduction to the basic terminology, themes, ideas and problems. 

Part 2: Microeconomics 
Developing Part 1 and applying it to businesses, whilst providing further tools for analysis in other areas. 

Part 3: Macroeconomics 
Developing Part 1 to enable the consideration of issues relevant to economies, such as unemployment and 
inflation. 

Part 4: International Economics 
Providing an explanation of why countries trade, what problems countries face and how they are 
addressed, including exchange rate and protection issues. 

Part 5: Development Economics 
Enabling an understanding as to why some countries are less developed than others, the problems these 
countries face and possible solutions. 

 
Economics is a topical course which means that success requires the regular reading of the quality press and 
watching relevant television programmes. No prior knowledge of the subject is assumed and Economics 
combines well with many other subjects.  
 
What are the aims of the course? 
 

 To understand and apply essential terminology  

 To present economic arguments in a clear and logical manner 

 To understand and interpret economic data and information 

 To appreciate the diverse nature of world economics 

 To acknowledge the role of economic institutions in domestic and 
international settings 

 To perceive that economic variables are interrelated and predict possible 
consequences arising from changing variables 

 To apply economic theory to diverse global events in order to analyse and 
evaluate possible outcomes. 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ 
economics has 
helped me to 
see the real 
value of 
domestic 
activity and the 
problems of 
scarcity in 
developing 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦέ 
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How is the course assessed? 

 
Higher level Method of Assessment Exam 

Weighting 

Paper 1 Two extended response question from four, covering 
Microeconomics and Macroeconomics. 

(1 hour, 30 mins) 

   

30% 

Paper 2 Two data response questions from four, covering 
International Economics and Development Economics. 
 
(1 hour, 30 mins) 
 

 

30% 

Paper 3 

 

Two questions from three, covering higher level elements 
of the course. 

20% 

Internal 
Assessment               

A portfolio of three commentaries on (self-chosen) articles 
from published news media, each of up to 750 words. 

 

Standard Level Method of Assessment 20% Exam 
Weighting 

Paper 1 Two extended response question from four, covering 
Microeconomics and Macroeconomics. 

(1 hour, 30 mins) 

   

40% 

Paper 2 

 

Two data response questions from four, covering 
International Economics and Development Economics. 
 
(1 hour, 30 mins) 
 

 

40% 

Internal 
Assessment 

A portfolio of three commentaries on (self-chosen) articles 
from published news media, each of up to 750 words. 

20% 

 
What areas will this lead me into? 
 
Only a minority of students will go on to take the subject to degree level but many will find that they have to 
study some Economics in courses such as Business Studies, Surveying and the like. Above all, Economics 
provides students with a way of analysing problems that is useful in many other subjects and careers. 
However, it should be noted that many universities either require, or strongly prefer, students wishing to 
study Economics to have studied Mathematics HL. 
 
What other opportunities are there? 

 
 
 

 

BANK OF ENGLAND CHALLENGE  
The programme lets you operate and manage 
the economy to try to maintain economic 
growth, whilst working against many external 
factors. 

 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES 
These are various and 
include: 
Economic conferences 
Guest Speakers 
Revision seminars 
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History  
IB Group 3 

 
Take history and change the way you see the world! 

 
At the European Council of Europe they said that ΨIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǎƘould be an essential part of the 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΩ   
 
.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΧ   ά{ƻ ǿƘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L ǘŀƪŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΚέ 
 

1. History is really interesting!  The word history contains the word story.  History creates (through 
research) and learning about murders, wars, scandals and love triangles.  History can be more exciting than the 
best action film! 
 

2. If you take history you will have many advantages:   
 
V You will know what motivates people and will know how people 
reach decisions.  
V You will be able to gather, read and analyse a variety of data.  

V You will be able to check information for bias and propaganda.   
V You will be able to read maps, diagrams, graphs and statistics. 
V You will be able to communicate your findings clearly, concisely 

and persuasively. 
 

3. Taking history opens up a wide range of university and job opportunities.   
V Have you ever fancied working in TV research? 
V Journalism? 

V Tourism? 
V Civil Service or accountancy? 
V Lawyer? 
V Teacher! 
 

4. History at Ellesmere offers up plenty of excitement.  
The history Department provides plenty of opportunities for you to 
experience history first hand.  In recent years the history department 
has provided the following opportunities:  
V Trip to Venice 
V Trip to Berlin 
V Hitler on trial theatre production 
V Holocaust speaker 
V Seminar days on various aspects of Modern World History. 

 
 
When you choose to take history as part of your history course you are choosing to embark on an exciting 
journey through the 20th Century!   The study of history is vital in a world increasingly affected by globalization 
and mass communication, with ordinary citizens increasingly having access to a vast and complicated world- 
wide communications network.  It is increasingly important that you become a critical thinker and are able to 
analyse and draw conclusions from a whole host of data. If you study history you will understand the world as 
it is today. We have designed the course to be both interesting and varied whilst at the same time being 
relevant to your experiences.   
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Throughout the course you will be looking at various aspects of political, economic and social history.  All 
topics also have an international flavour in recognition of the fact that all societies are in closer contact and 
interdependent on one another.  Therefore if you study history you will understand the world as it is today! 

 
IB in your first year:  
 

 Causes, practices and effects of World War One and Two. 

 The Inter War Years in Europe and the wider world. 

 Rise and rule of single party states, concentrating on Hitler, Mussolini, Lenin and Stalin.    

 Historical investigation on a topic of your choice. 
 
IB in your second year: 
 

 Study of the Cold War and its effects on world relationships. 

 Preparation for the higher level paper 3 which will cover a hundred years of European history. 
 
 
 
 
History IB at Ellesmere is taught by three history teachers with 
varied and interesting lessons all of which aim to bring the 
subject to life. There is an emphasis on discussion based 
learning throughout the course and a sharing of ideas among 
the group is an enjoyable and rewarding experience.  
Individual research is encouraged and there are plenty of 
opportunities for group and individual presentations. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Our teaching is supported by seminar lecture days for all 
topics covered. At the same time we are visited by outside 
speakers and take school field trips to cities with a 
particular link to the courses studied. Recent trips to Berlin 
and Venice were particularly well received.  
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Geography   
IB Group 3 

 
The study of Geography concerns the interactions of the global community with the physical environment. 
aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ 
of this subject: their causes, how they are managed and how the international community solves such issues 
ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƎƭƻōŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 
 

                  
  
 Aims of the IB Geography course are: 
 
*  To promote a global perspective. 
*            To promote international understanding. 
*  To promote respect for different cultures. 
*  To relate Geography to contemporary issues. 
*  To understand and apply geographical methods and techniques. 
*  To foster concern for the diversity of the natural environment.  
*  To develop an understanding and appreciation of the spatial patterns of the physical environment and 

how this relates to the way humans exist in the World. 
 

Geography is an international subject.  
It deals with topical issues that will affect your life! 

 
 

 
Geographers can: 

 
* handle data 
* ask questions 
* find answers 
* make decisions  
* think creatively 
* analyse material 
* organise themselves 
* think independently 
* make a concise  
  report       

 

 
Geography prepares you for working! 

 
The transferable skills which studying geography fosters are 
an asset in the complex world of employment today. 
Geography is about the future and encourages flexible 
thinking. It is less likely that you will spend all your life with 
one company or organisation so flexible thinking is a great 
attribute. 
 
The World in which you live is likely to change more in the 
next 50 years than it ever has before. Geography explains 
why, so you might be prepared for those changes. 

 
 
Geographers are: 
 
* spatially aware 
* problem solvers 
* computer literate 
* good team players 
* good communicators 
* flexible thinkers  

 
 
 


