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The Ellesmere College Gifted & Talented Programme 
 

Some questions answered 
 
Why Gifted and Talented? 
 
The Ellesmere Gifted and Talented programme has been put in place further to enhance 
the College’s reputation for providing a rounded education that maximises the potential of 
all its students whatever their abilities. All teachers at Ellesmere are committed to providing 
an environment which encourages individuals to develop their full potential. The Gifted and 
Talented programme, therefore, is not an elitist programme in the sense that our more able 
students are taught separately. Ellesmere has already earned a reputation for providing an 
enriched education for everyone, and the Gifted and Talented programme is only a part of 
that. At Ellesmere we believe that a good teacher of gifted students is a good teacher for all 
students, and vice versa. 
 
What does “Gifted and Talented” mean? 
 
The words “Gifted” and 
“Talented” mean many things 
to many different people. At 
Ellesmere we do not simply 
rely on external CAT scores, 
SAT scores or exam results 
(although these are taken into 
account), we also place a 
high regard on teacher 
nomination. The Ellesmere 
scheme is linked to the Gifted 
and Talented scheme 
operated by the National 
Association for Able Children 
in Education (further details 
can be found at www.nace.co.uk), and we have used their criteria to aid identification of  our 
Gifted and Talented pupils. 
 
A gifted pupil is one who is in the top 10% of the national pupil population: one who “has 
the capacity for, or demonstrates high levels of, performance in one or more academic 
areas”. 
 
A talented pupil is one who is in the top 10% of the national pupil population who has a 
specific ability in a non-academic area, such as a physical talent, a musical talent, 
mechanical aptitude, outstanding leadership or creativity. 

  
If a pupil is “gifted” or “talented” will he or she automatically hold a scholarship?  
 
There is no direct linkage between being recognised as Gifted and Talented and 
being in receipt of a scholarship. The standard for a scholarship is higher than the criteria 
for entry into the Gifted and Talented list. However, both the Gifted and Talented 
programme and the Scholars’ programme are open to all pupils where appropriate. 
 
Further information on scholarships and awards available can be obtained from the 
Admissions Department. 



Examples of activities within the Gifted and Talent ed programme 
 
The following list gives an idea of some of the activities offered within the Gifted and Talented 
programme (it is in no way comprehensive): 
 
· Biology Olympiad entry for gifted Biologists 

· Chemistry Club exploring the uses of      
Chemistry and its social and environmental 
effects in the world 

· CREST science investigators programme for 
KS2 and KS3 pupils 

· Ancient Greek lunchtime language club 

· Mandarin Chinese lunchtime language club 

· Business Studies: National share trading 
game; Young Enterprise competition entry 

· UK Mathematics Challenge entry 

· History: National essay competitions entry; 
History club 

· National Parliamentary Press Gallery political 
journalism competition (which was won in 2010 
by Ellesmere pupil, Josh Boswell) 

· Musical Theatre Masterclasses 

· Film-making Masterclasses 

· Instrumental and Vocal workshops with visiting 
musicians 

· College Choral Society 

· A variety of choirs and musical ensembles 

· Participation in major concerts, most recently 
The National Woodard Schools Concert at  
Birmingham Symphony Hall 

· Sport–specific training through specialist     
professional speed, agility and quickness 
coaches 

· Access to sports psychologist and nutritionist 
to maximise performance 

· Support for applications to National Youth 
Theatre 

· Opportunity to direct plays and make films 

· Woodard Masterclasses at Oxford University 

· Participation in the Open University’s YASS 
scheme designed to allow Sixth Formers to 
gain credit for completing modules of university 
courses while still at school 

 
 



The Scholars’ Programme 
 
The Ellesmere Scholars’ programme is a recently-established scheme further to support the 
development of individual excellence. 
 
There are expectations of excellence, commitment and attitude placed on all pupils in 
receipt of an award. For example, in the cases of Music scholars or scholars for whom 
sporting excellence forms 
the basis of their award 
there are clear and 
obvious expectations: 
musicians need to 
practise, perform and 
give active support and 
commitment to music-
making at the school. 
Those for whom sport 
forms part of the award 
are expected to show a 
commitment to training 
and to representing the 
school in sports teams. 
 
The scholars’ programme 
focuses on those 
students for whom an 
academic element is the basis for a part or the whole of their awards. Participation in the 
scholars’ programme, as directed by the College, is a condition of holding an award. The 
scholars’ programme is open to all College pupils, whether or not they are award holders.  
 
All scholars are required to keep a diary as a running record of their extra-curricular reading 
and cultural activities. This document will often form the basis of discussion at seminar 
meetings. 
 
In the course of an academic year, a scholar can expect to attend up to six out-of-College 
events which will contribute to all round intellectual development. Typical examples from 
this year’s schedule would be a lecture on Monarchy by historian David Starkey; an evening 
of poetry reading by the Poet Laureate, Andrew Motion, and a lecture on “Affluenza” by 
psychologist Oliver James. In the first term of the year, some students will usually take a 
guided tour of Manchester and study its industrial architecture before attending a play at 
The Royal Exchange Theatre. In 2008 the College benefited from the Royal Institute of   
Philosophy’s Jacobsen programme and scholars attended a series of lectures in College 
given by a professional Philosopher. The events are chosen to promote curiosity and 
broaden cultural awareness in Scholars and are not intended to match precisely any given 
examination course. 
 
Students are guided and encouraged (through their seminar meetings) to attend 
performances, exhibitions and other stimulating events in their own time. Details of such 
events will be published regularly but, as an example, a Scholar might use two hours on a 
Sunday to attend the Narrative Art exhibition at the Grosvenor Gallery in Chester and then 
report back to the group in the seminars described above. The emphasis is upon creating 
opportunities for talented pupils while encouraging independence of mind and self-reliance. 
 
There are separate information booklets available on the scholarships and awards available 
at Ellesmere, and these can be obtained from the Admissions Department at the College. 


