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The Sixth Form at Ellesmere
Decisions you need to consider:
U  Which subjects do you enjoy most?

U Which are you best at? (Some subjects
need an A or B grade at GCSE)

U  Which migh t you need for a particular
career or university?

The successful sixth former:

U will need to work hard and be prepared to
read around his or her subject choices

U will develop skills of independent research
and analysis which will prove essential at
university and beyond

U will be encouraged to organise time
efficiently & to allow opportunities for
extra -curricular activities or socialising

U will be able to show initiative and take
responsibility both in and out of the
classroom

U will be treated as ar eliable young adult d and
be expected to respond accordingly

Two years in the Sixth Form will pass very quickly. You will probably be taking four
AS courses in your first year (reducing to three at A Level). General Studies and
related courses are also on the timetable for everyone.

You do not need to make choices without help 6 Tutors, Heads of Department and
the Careers staff are all ready to offer guidance. Students new to the College
should discuss their choices with the Head of Sixth Form, Mr. Ph ilip Wood.

We want a varied but successful Sixth Form concentrating on individual potential and
achievement.

Note: All courses are offered presuming sufficient demand. Every effort is
made to allow preferred combinations but these cannot be guaranteed.
Decisions need to be confirmed by Easter. Option choices after Easter must fit
within the published circuits for the Sixth Form Timetable.



OQutside the Classroom

Ellesmere offers a full programme of activities and games. On Wednesday afternoon
everyone is expected to take part in some physical activity with more choice than
that offered to Middle School. The Sports Hall, Golf Course, Squash and Tennis
Courts are all available, together with the Fithess Room and Sailing facilities.

On Thursday, Sixth Formers are
encouraged to involve themselves in our
activities programme. The Combined
Cadet Force remains popular, as does
the Duke of Edinburgh Award, together
with Social Services and some new
options such as film making and Arts
Centre Box Office.

Sixth Form have use of the Sixth Form
Centre with its seminar rooms and
university resources room and also of
Sixth Form Club which has coffee
facilities and a TV room.

Traditionally Sixth Formers organise a series of social events duri ng the year
such as a Hawaiian barbecue or Valenti
of year Ball on the Terraces. This event with fireworks and dodgems is always

well attended by both students and parents.
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Art and Design
AQA

Why should you do AS/A Level Art at Ellesmere College?

The Art department at Ellesmere aims
to provide you with a stimulating and
structured environment which will help
you to nurture the individual so that you
can develop an independence and
maturity in the expression of ideas in
the visual form. This development may
be summarised as a list of the n ecessary
qualities and criteria essential for the
developing individuality of the Art
student.

What Careers can | pursue if | do Art?

Have you ever imagined working as a website designer, fashion buyer, art therapist,
sports photographer, film se t designer, computer games designer or a theme parks
special effects model maker, Architect. These (and hundreds of other jobs) could

be available to you in the future if you decide to pursue a career in this area. The
influence of artists and designers  can be seen everywhere. Just look at items such
as furniture, the adverts on your TV, the house you live in, the clothes that you are
wearing today, all have been designed by people who would have started their
creative careers by completing an A level in  Art.

Areas of the study represent
different fields of practice in Art

and aim to accommodate those who
quite naturally develop an interest
and skill in particular t ypes of Art
media. Each area of study embraces
a range of specialisms and is not
meant to be definitive or
comprehensive. We cover Fine Art,
Painting and Drawing, Printmaking,
Sculpture, Alternative Media, 3 -D
Design, Product Design, Ceramics,
Textiles, surface pattern decoration
and construction.




AS and A levels:

AS level art is assessed as a standard
between GCSE and A level and offers
you a standalone qualification
normally taken within one year. It
forms the first half of the advanced
GCE course in terms of teachin g and
content.
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When combined with the second half

of the advanced GCE course, known

as O0A26 the advance
forms 50% of the assessment of the

total advanced GCE. If you opt for

the full A level you must first take

AS level and proceed to A lev el in the
second year.




Biology

AQA
When deciding which subjects to study These include the obvious agricultural
at school, a key consideration is that you sciences, biotechnology, genetics,
should enjoy them. If you enjoy your medicine, pharmacy and veter inary
subject you are more likely to achieve science. However, a large number of
good results which will open up a whole industries and courses expect some
range of career opportunities for you. scientific background.
O0AS and O0Ad | evel Bi

starting points for a variety of careers.

If you choose to study Biology make sure it is because:
e You have a real interest in the subject.
e You want to study the subject in more depth.
e Youwantit as a qualification for later employment or to get into University.

Bi ology really is-a 6subject for |ifed
Exciting new discoveries are being made  We are entering the post genomic era
all the time, relating to health, drugs, when we will be using information from
agriculture and fighting diseases. We the human genome project to develop
need to find w ays to address climate new therapies for overcoming genetic
change and all its environmental disorders and producing new drugs.
implications.

Aims of the course:

e To stimulate interest and enjoyment in the study of Biological Science.

e Develop essential knowledge and understanding of the concept of Biology and the
skills needed for the use of these in new and changing situations.

e To develop an understanding of scientific methods.

e To develop an awareness of advances in technology, including information
technology, relevant to Biology.

e To recognise the value and responsibility of Biology in society.
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Employment Prospects

Employers love scientists! You are really good thinkers, logical, practical, intelligent,
problem -solving people. Your curious and investigative minds are useful to all sorts of
employers, not just in the science sector.

Entry requirements

We would expect at least a BB grade in Dual Award Science or at least a B grade in
Separate Award Biology. A minimum of a C grade would be expected in Mathematics.

AS A2

Unit 1. Biology and Disease: 33% of Unit 4. Populations and

total AS. 17%0f t o. Environment. 17 %0f
This looks at the physiology of the Ecosystems are investigated with an
digestive an d gas exchange systems, emphasis on field work.

along with the role of enzymes and cell Photosynthesis, respiration and
membranes. The affect of disease on ecosystem cycles are also considered.

these systems is also considered.
Unit 5: Control in Cells and  in

Unit 2: The Variety of Living Organi sms: 23%of 't

Organisms: 47% of total AS. The control of multi  -cellular

23% of total O0A6 | e organisms is looked at in terms of

The variety of life is considered in homeostasis, nervous and hormonal

relation to DNA, biochemical and control. Many aspects of DNA

cellular organisation. The classification technology are also considered.

of organisms is looked at as a means of

organisation. The environmental impact Unit 6: Investigative and Practical

of organisms will also be considered. Skills: 10% of total 0AO0 [ eve
Candidates will be assessed on their

Unit 3: Investigative and Practical understanding of investigative and

Skills: 20% of total AS. 10% of practical skills, in relation to units 4

total O0A6 [ evel. and 5.

Candidates will be assessed on their
understanding of investigative and
practical skills, in relation to units 1
and 2.




Business Studies
OCR

What is it all about?

The overall aim of this syllabus is to encourage students
to d evelop critical understanding of organisations, the
context in which they operate, the markets they serve

and the process of adding value.

Students will examine business behaviour from the
perspective of a range of people including customers,
managers, creditors, shareholders, owners and
employees. They will demonstrate understanding of the
economic, environmental, ethical and global issues that
arise in the process of business behaviour and be able
to interpret and evaluate the important of these

issues. It is carried out with a problem solving
approach. The subject draws on a variety of

Sixth form pupils discussing their thoughts
on a business case-studv.

disciplines for its analysis and understanding. In the second year there are options
that allow you to choose one aspect of the subject and study it to a greater dept h.

How is the course assessed?
The course is modular and external examinations will take place in the January and
June of AS and A2. The content of the course is varied and the syllabus gives the

opportunity to investigate all aspects of business functio

ns and economic activity.

Including Marketing, Finance, Production, Human Resources, External Influences and
Business Strategy.

Examination Board: OCR Business Studies HO30/HO40

AS Modules Method of Assessment A2 Level Modules Method of Assessment
F291 1 hour written F293 2 hour written
Unitl : An examination. Based ona | Unit 3 : Marketing | examination. Based on a
Introduction to series of data response series of case -study
business questions. stimulus material.

40% (AS) 20% (A level)

20% (A Level)
F292 2 hour written F297 2 hour written
Unit 2 : Business examination. Two part Unit 4 : Strategic examination. Based on a
Functions exam with one based on Management. pre-released case

pre released material. study material.

60% (AS)

30% (A Level) 30% (A Leve )




Before you start the course

It would be helpful if you have studied GCSE

Business Studies, though this is not essential. It is
recommended that candidates have attained literacy
and numeracy skills equivalentt o a C grade at GCSE.
It is essential that the candidates take an active
interest in the world of business both locally,

nationally and internationally. The knowledge of
current business trends will be a deciding factor

when aiming for the top grades.

W hat are the aims of the course?

To develop a critical understanding of organisations, the markets
they serve and the process of added value.

Be aware that business behaviour can be studied from the
perspective of a range of stakeholders, including custome  rs,
managers, creditors, owners/shareholders and employees.

In addition, candidates should be aware of the economic,
environmental, ethical, governmental, legal, social, and technological
issues associated with business activity.

Acquire a range of skill s, including decision -making and problem
solving in the light of evaluation and, where appropriate, the
guantification and management of information.

Be aware of the current structure of business and business practice,
as reflected in events and issues af fecting organisations in
different sectors and environments, recognising that they face
varying degrees of competition.

What areas will this lead me into?

The

Business Studies is an

subject but the obvious combina tions are Languages, English,

Sixth form pupils preparing for a cl
discussion on the marketing activities of a firm.

assroom

"The subject
has enabled
me to view
the world of
business
with a
critical eye
and so gives
me the
confidence
to know
where a
business
could
improve.”
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"The classes
are usually a
lot smaller,

soit 6 s e a

to learn. It
brings you
out of

your sel f

Geography, Sociology, PE, Information Technology and Mathematics.

Many students have successfully combined the subject with scientific areas.

What other opportunities are there?

YOUNG
ENTERPRISE
The company

programme lets you
run a real business
and is managed and
operated by the
students

PROSHARE
CHALLENGE
Students compete
with other schools
around the country
with on online share

BUSINESS TRIPS
These are various
and include:

Rolls Royce
Manchester United
Kellogg's

portfolio




Chemistry
AS and A2 Level OCR Modul ar Chemistry

Entry Requirements:

Minimum requirements are BB grade in GCSE Science/Additional Science or a grade
B in separate Chemistry. A grade B in GCSE Mathematics is also required.

What will you study with us?

At AS there are 3 modules:

I Uniform Equipment Text-book Planner

1. Atoms, Bonds and Groups 0 structured
guestions.

2. Chains, Energy and Resources d
structured questions including some
extended writing.

3. Practical Skills in Chemistry 1  dtasks
set by OCR.

- Teaching time is divided between two
specialist teachers, each delivering
complementary aspects of the course.

~ This allows for a degree of flexibility
when entering these modules.

Modules may be examined in January and
June of each year.
At A2 there are 3 modules:

4. Rings, Polymers and Analysis d including stretch and ¢ hallenge and synoptic
assessment.

5. Equilibria, Energetics and Elements d including stretch and challenge and
synoptic assessment.

6. Practical Skills in Chemistry 1  d tasks set by OCR.



Why Chemistry?

The study of Chemistry, whilst an end in itself, also co  mpliments studies in Biology,
Physics and Geography/Geology.

Chemistry provides a route to the traditional
subjects such as Medicine, Vetinary Science,
Engineering, Chemical and Biomedical Sciences.

It is also very useful for an extremely wide rang e of career opportunities.

oChemi sts are valued graduvuates I n many secto
accountancy and financial analysis. Their combination of practical expertise and an
ability to handle abstract concepts is essential in makin g chemistry a very useful

subject to have studiedo
(Extract from Chemistry World October 2005, Vol.2, No.10)

These skills and many others gained from this course highlight why choosing
Chemistry will give you skills for life.

You never know when you will need to do this!

With our help you will achieve your potential

Why not meet the challenge and give Chemistry atry & you might surprise yourself!
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Design and Technology
AS and A2 AQA Product Design (3D)

Why Study Product Design

St udying Product Design at Ellesmere will give you a chance to develop your creative
edge while learning about the world of Product Design. You will complete a variety of
project work, designing new and exciting products that make use of a wide range of
materials and technologies. The emphasis of the course is on understanding the
needs of users, and then responding creatively, using a wide range of techniques such
as sketching and modelling to communicate your ideas.

Where can Product Design lead you?

Product design will develop your creative skills, opening a doorway into a variety of
design-based careers, most notable Product Design, where you could find yourself
involved in t he design of the latest hi -tech gadgets or designer furniture.
Additionally, Graphic Designers, Architects, Model Makers, Web Designers, Interior
Designers all make use of the skills you will develop on this course. As you will come
into contact with ar ange of technical skills, such as electronics, Computer Aided
Design and mechanics, the course also offers a more practical approach into the
world of engineering.

s

Design, Model and Disassembly of Hand Held Electronic products
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Areas of Study

Product Design is usually a collaborative activity where creativity is joined with

technical knowledge to create feasible products that have the potential to become
design icons. As a result the Product Design course will blend these two activities
giving you a very varied approach to learning. You will learn about the design process
by completing practical investigations, communicating ideas, and working with a wide
variety of materials, including metals and plastics. Your knowledge of these materials
will be extended, while you will also learn skills in electronics, high quality sketching

and Computer Aided Design.

Course Content

In year 12 (AS), you will complete a portfolio of wor  k, and take an exam testing your
knowledge of materials, processes and a number of design related topics. This can

be taken as a stand -alone qualification, or count as 50% of your overall grade if you
carry on into year 13 (A2), where you will further ext end your knowledge with an
extensive design and make activity and an exam, covering a range of design topics.

Examples of A level Design work
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Drama and Theatre Studies
Edexcel

What is Drama and Theatre Studies?

I tds t he st udndDmrhainiparieranancee dwatching it, reading about it,
writing about it and doing it!

Written work is balanced with the physicality
of rehearsal and performance.

Do | need to be able to act?

No - but you probably have some previous experience of performing to an audience.

That maybe why youdr e i ®Prewouseseriendeor n the cour
qualifications in Drama are a real advantage. Designers, technicians and directors

are all welcome.

Are there technical or design options in the course?

Yes, you can work on directing, lighting, sound, set design or on costume a nd make up.

What s the bal ance between written anc

At AS Level you will complete extensive notes on two drama texts as coursework and

then perform or design for a monologue and a group piece for a visiting examiner.
Youwillalsowrite a t heatre review of a professional
downod examination at AS Level

At A Level you will devise a group piece and perform it. A DVD of the performance

and your written record of the devising process are assessed externally. You will

also study a set text from a directords view
2% hour written examination.
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oOoMad Jacko per
The Jack Mytton Inn.

What material do we cover?

Drama from Greek Theatre to Shakespeare to contemporary plays and how they
have been and might be performed, designed and directed.

What can | do with a Drama and Theatre Studies AS or A level?

Drama and Theatre Studies AS and A level carry exactly the same number of
university entrance points as any other subject. Students from Ellesmere C ollege
have gone on to study drama at university, to train as actors and technicians at

drama school or to become professional theatre designers and technicians. Others
have used the confidence and skills they gained from the course to help them in

differ ent subject areas.

To view a powe rpoint introduction to AS Drama and Theatre Studies,
please log on to the Ellesmere College intranet at:
O:\ AcademicO\ Departments \ Drama and Theatre Studies
Or on the internet at:
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce08/drama/Pages/default
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Economics
OCR

What is it all about?

Economics is a social science which studies
human behaviour (households, firms and
govenrments) and how they use and allocate
scarce rescources efficiently in a market

place where buyers and s ellers meet to
exchange goods and services.

This course examines how the UK Economy is
governed within the context of the European
Union and considers the changing nature of
the global economy.

Sixth form pupils discussing recent inflationary

What iS It and Why dO It’? changes in the UK economy.

The focus is on the Bri tish economic systems and how the UK government intervenes
in the control of the economy. But students also look at the global economy and how
changes impact on our society.

How is the course assessed?
The course is modular and external examinations will ~ take place in the June of AS

and A2. The content of the course is varied and we specialise during A2 by examining
Global Economies.

Examination Board: OCR Economics HO61/H461

AS Modules Method of A2 Level Modules Method of Assessment
Assessment
F581 Written F583 Written examination of
Unit 1 : Markets in examination of | Unit 3 : Economics | 2 hours
Action 1 % hours of Work and
50% (AS) Leisure. 25% (A Level)
25% (A Level)
F582 Written F585 Written examination of
Unit 2 : The National & examination of [ Unit4 : The Global | 2 hours.
International Economy 1% hour. Economy.
50% (AS) 25% (A Level)
25% (A Level)




What skills do | need?

You must be good at analysing and evaluating information

- and that doesn't mean repeating other peopl ed s
of views but interpreting data to form your own opinions.
You must have a real interest in current affairs and

keep abreast of all development in economics and society
which is linked to the student reading newspapers and
watching news outside of the classroom environment.

What are the aims of the course?

e The course will help you learn about economic
theories, values and decision -making processes that
guide modern economics in a variety of regions.

e develop the ability to interpret evid  ence from
different sources and reach appropriate conclusions.

e consider the strengths and limitations of various
economic systems and how they might be improved.

e gain an understanding of how economies are controlled
and improved and discover the financal a ctivities of
the modern world.

Other things to consider?

Is it hard? It is quite demanding,
information to take on board and, for any candidate who
wants to go into depth, it's an unending subject.

Who takes it?  An equal number of boys and girls.
How useful is it? Students really enjoy addressing the

burning issues of the day in a way which brings the subject
to life

UK BUDGET E \ F
CHALLENGE '.' ]
Students can '] ?"f }‘

take partin a
nationwide
competition to
see if they can 'I' -

devise a budget
for the economy. - — '
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"

"Studying economics
gives me the ability
to form my own

opinions about
current events, such
as the Northern Rock

scandal and the
impact on everyday
lives and not follow

blindly what the

media or government

are telling me to
think."

"l found studying
the development
Brnfa fofdsS 2
economies
fascinating. "

“It helps you to
understand
what's
happening in the
world today."

ot
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English Literature
WJEC

English Literature in the 6 ™ Form is the obvious choice for students who are

f ascinated by the interplay of exciting ideas; intrigued by the endless possibilities of
language and attracted to the investigation of different cultural contexts. The subject

offers a stimulating blend of philosophy, psychology, aesthetics and language st  udy as
it reaches out into all areas of art and human experience.

It is a subject that expands intellectual horizons through the pleasurable pursuit of
analytical reading, while helping the student to develop an individual, effective written
style and mature habits of thought. If you are ready to reconsider every element of
the human world with an open and enquiring mind, you are ready for the works of
literature that we study in the Sixth Form.

With your English Literature A level behind you,
you will have developed the flexible attitude,
research skills, breadth of knowledge and coherent
written style that will be some of your most
valuable assets as you set about choosing future
courses of study or career paths.

Basically, a knowledge and critical appreciation of great
writing opens every door and closes none - quantum
mechanics is as much the stuff of poetry as physics!
Traditionally, those seeking courses and careers in law,
journalism, publishing, the media, the Civil Service and
education have favoured English literature as an A level
choice.

In reality, if you are intending to pursue any career from medicine or horticulture (TV
gardener, Monty Don is an English Literature graduate!) to retailing or engineering,
English Liter ature at AS or A level will broaden your profile and help you develop skills
that will last the rest of your working and leisure lives.

While many of the ideas you will encounter in the study of English Literature are
complex and elusive, the system of examination is rational, straightforward and
carefully structured.

Aims

To encourage AS and A level students to develop their interest in and enjoyment of
literature and literary studies through reading widely and independently both set
texts and others that they have selected for themselves
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